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TO THE READER. 


T Hat Which I preached once With approbation of the 


godly hearers, I publich now for the wſe of all behol- 
ders : No other reaſon perſwading me to it, then the 


meceſsitie of the Times, Which begin to bee like thoſe, Wherein 
S. Auguſtine Would haye all men Write. Farewell, and the 
Lord make it, as Tintendit, a bleſsing to thee for Inſtruttion, 
Admonition, Reformation. Amen, 


Tho. Scoe. 
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THE HIGH-VV AYES 


Of God and the King. 


Proverb. 14. 12. 


*& There « a Way Which ſeemeth right unto a Mar: 
But the end thereof are the Wayes of death. 


= HE Philoſopher Pythagoras, 


> (whoſe Ipſe dixit , was warrant and reaſon 
Sh enough to ſatisfic, or Gilence at leaſt ; his 
2 whole Schoole) conſidering the-birth of 
| > © all Mankind to be after one manner, and 
their deathes a like certaine , expreſt his conceit by the 
Grecke letter Y; shewing thereby , that all haue alike 
common entrance into the world; the King and the beg- 
gar; the foole and the Philoſopher ; and that only the diffe. 
xence betwixt Man and Man was, in the different yſe of 
themſclues,and the choyce of their wayes heere, vvhere 
' there was a way of wiſedome and yertue, anda way of 
ignorance and vice propounded to all; and as Men | 
walkt ia the one or in the other, fo was their lines, and 
the iſſue of their liues (their deathes) cither miſerable 

or happy. 
Our bleſſed Sawiovy (the truc Pyrbagoras) the wiſdome 
of his Father (whoſe 7pſe dixit mult ſilence the moſt cu- 
rious, and ſatisfic the moſt contentious) hath ſayd, Mar. 
| iis Y 7+ that 
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5. that there are two wayes ; A. Frait gate , and narrow 
Way Which leades to life , and a Wide gate , and broad way, 
Which leades to deſiruttion. And every Man that is 
borne of a woman walkes in one of theſe wayes, and to 
one of theſe ends. Ioſuah 23. 14 Now as lite is the moſt 
ſweet and deſireable eſtate, and Death of all things the 
moſt hatefull and terrible to Nature; So the meanes to 
attaine life and auoyd death, should be carefully ſought 


Pro-19. 19. by euery vviſe Chriſtian. For be that regardeth not bis Way 


Diuiſion, 


(@ith Salomon) shall die. 

This then concerneth eucry man to looke to; and is 
a Doctrine fitting all perſons, all places,all times, For if 
the way of life bee ſo hard to finde that few attaine it, 
and that thoſe who ſuppoſe themſclues to be in it may 
bee out of the way, vyce cannot bee too wary and (edu. 
lous in this inquiſition , norneed wee feare the loſle of 
Our time in ſecking, but rather the loſſe of our ſoulcs 
for lacke of ſceking. 

This Text containes one of thoſe wiſe obſeruations 
which Salomon aſliſted by the Spirit of God made,outot 
his extraordinary experience in- the paſſages of this 
world : and thought fo needfull ro bee ynderſtood of 
all , as. he repeates it againe verbatim in the 16. Chap 
2 5. yerle,and in diverſe other places in a diuerſe mannez 
of words to the ſame purpoſe. 

Wee obſerue heercin two principall parts: 

I. Anerroncous opinion of Privacze,ia theſe words; 
There ts a Way Which ſeemes right t0 4 Man. : 

2, An infallible judgement of verzry, in theſe wordsy 
But the end thereof are the 1ſſues of Death. 

- In the firſt part we note. - 
-\.7, The ſabic ormatter propounded; There 5 4 Way, 


:*- 2. The quality or-condition of that way ; /# ſcemes 


right, 
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2. The Tudge of that quality: 4 mans ſe/fe; The ſpirit 
of priuacy. 

In the other part, the publike Tadgement,we obſerue, 

I. The end or purpoſeand ſcope thereof, compared 
with or oppoſed to the beginning or pretence. 

2. The certaine i//-yhatity-oppolſed to the ſeeming 
good quahty ; It 'didbut ſeeme good or right, but it is, 
certainly it is /he Way of death.” '* YET B I900 

3- The ludge of this 2nality, Salomon , the Publique 
Magi#trate, direQed by the Spitit of God , oppoſed to- 
the erring partiall ſpirit of a Mans felte, of priuacie,, to 
whome the way ſeemes good: SOCEIOTT 

So the vvay ſeemes right, but it is wrong ; It ſeemes 
the right way to life, but it is the ready way to death; It 
fleemes good in Manseyes, but itis not ſoin Gods eyes? 
UMulta videntiy, que non fant. Oo 
7, TheSabieR. Thert# away. 

A way literally aid propetly is-thus defined by ſome; 
Vie wna pars oft Locks; & alia eff diſpofitio in loco , per quem Com. is 
initio e poſcibilis,in ea ad fem intentum, By others thus; An, 


Eft via Locus per quem babere ver onnibus lice, By others; Tm gPhy > 

vid tit tranſnus ator tt locus, oO OO 

+ The Latins call it +44 (as Parro thinketh) cither aþ 

enndo,quaſi ia,the Impartiue to'£0;Or elſe a vehendo,quaſ? 

primum veha,c tum deinde via. wels 

The Greekes call away 56>, 'which fowe likewiſe de- 

rive from ww, quaſi nogrvount, proficiſcor,0r iter facie, = 
But none expreſſcth it- ſo aptly and fully asthe Ori: 

ginall, which is Derech, whoſe radix is Darech, calcauit or 

conculcauit, from the ordinary trampling and beating of 

the way with the feet of many paſſengers, And thus ir 

is vſed propcily for a way or place of iournying andtra-- |. 
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uaile, but metaphorically tranſlated pro more,ratione , ſeg 
vite inſlitutione, ſeu conſuetudine. 

Now in this placc it is vied in a borrowed ſenſe, and 
yet holds proportion or ſimilitude with the thing that 
lends it. 

And thus it muſt heere be ynderſtood ofthe wayes 
of God, or the wayes of Man, The way of God is con- 
ſidered after a two-fold manner. 

1, His counſell or ſecret will which is called a yyay, 
Roms. 11. 33. O the depth of the riches, &c. 

2. His rcnealed will in his Word, of which the Pfal- 
wilt ſpeakes, ?/al. 18. 3. The Way of the Lord s an vndefe. 
led Way. | 

This laft is likewiſe two-fold, 1. Either via legs & man. 
datorum. 2.Or wvia gratie,prom (5 anis & Enangely.T he firſt 
of theſe wee walke in vyhen. yve.pcrforme obediently 
that vyhich is commanded; the ſecond, when we belecue 
faithfully that vyhich is promiſed. So the firlt reſpects 0- 
bedience, life, ation, vvorkes; the other, knowledge, 
faith, hope,and the affeion of loue, which performeth 
all the Law þy being accepted in Chriſt. 

But of theſe yvayes as the firſt of all heere ſpoken of, 
vyhich is that of Gods .Counſcll, is too deepe for any 
of ys; yea or for Salomon himſelte to vyade in, (though 
the shalloweſt fooles vvilbe buſieſt in it) ſo the other, 
hs reuealed Will, is the rule of our vyayes,and neither of 

. them heere intended by Salomon ; becaule they are both 
light of good and ſeeme ſo; but this ſeemes good, yet it is not (o. 


knowledge Then this is ſpoken of the yyaycs of Man; and they 


Thumim, li i . 
. - ate likewiſe twofold 


Proves Either the vvay of bnowledge and vnderſianding: 
holineſſe l | | 
Exod 18.30 Or, the vyay of Prattiſe or Afton, 


The 
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The way of knowledge , is that Faith or Religion _ % 
which a man belecues to be the truth fo farre as he vn- 
derſtands , and by vvhich he hopes to attaine I'fe and 
happines hereafier. And inthis ſenſe it is taken, A@. 14. AQ.24.14 
IF. 19. 9. And ſo it lounds,as if Salomes had ſayd; There is 
4 Religion Which 4 man Juppeſeth to be the truth , and the right 
way to Heauen, butt u falſe anderroneous , and the next way 
to Hell, 

The way of Praiſe or Aion is our conuerſation, _ 
manners,and fashion of liuing and dealing betwixt man TY 
and man, in vice or 1 yertue, Iuſtice or injurie, equity ' 
oriniquity: andſo itis taken, Mar. 27, 32: And then * -18'F 
the ſenſe is, as if Salomon had ſayd , There i aconrſe of life T'F" 
Which a man thinkes very vpright and juſt, and ſo indgeth him- 

ſelfe a holy Man Wwhilft he lines heere in it, but it is a moſt de- 
ceitfull trade of life, bringing a man to death, dishonor and de- 
ruction. 

But for our more cleere vnderſtanding and diſcerning 
of this point, we will ſpeake firſt of the way of Religion, 
being the Speculatine part, whole obie is 2ruth and falſ 
hood : And then of Pradiſe, being the aftiue part , whoſe 
objett is coodand bad. 

eAnd this the rather , becauſe knowledge or the The- ny 

ory better ſuites and anſweres the Way, then ation or * «I 
the pratique : and ation more properly correſponds | 
to our pallage , trauaile, and walking in that way. So 
for dotrine wee will only ſpeake of the truth or falſe- 
hood of R-4igzon,and vvill reſerue the praQtique part,our 
life,our manners, and converſation, for the vie and ap- 
plication of thoſe points of doQtine, which from hence 
zhall naturally and propertly flow. And thus much for 
As the 
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ſabie&, that we may know,what it 1s that Salomon yalle s 
vnder this 5hadow,The Yay. 
2. The Quality. 

Which ſeemes right } This is the Quality of the Way, 
wiich whilſt Salomon thus deſcribes, he affoords vs from 
hence a foure-fold diuiſion, according to that common 
Proverbe, The [talian ſeemes wile, and is wile ; the Spa- 
viard \cemes wiſe, and is a foole; the French ſeemes a 
toole, and is wiſe; and the Engiishſeemes a foole, and is 
a foole : So here, There i a Way Which ſeemes right and is 
wrong ;and to that is oppoſed, {4 Way Which ſeemes wrong 
and is right : and there is A Way Which ſeemes Wrong , and «s 


. Wrong ; and to that is oppoſed, A Way which ſeemes right 


and is ri 2ht. 


Now theſe ſceme foure diverſe wayes, but indeed are 
but two : as two croſſe or ouerthwart wayes ſceme to 
him that ſtands in the midſt to bee foure , yet haue but 
two beginnings and two ends: ſo here the difference is 
not ſo manifold in the ſubie&, but in the Iudges, to 
vvhoſe fight theſe vyayes appcare after a diuerſe man- 
ncr, according to the truth or error of their apprehenſi- 
ons. For that the right way ſeemes vyrong , or the 
vrrong vvay ſeemes right , proccedes 4 deceprione viſus, 
from error of judgement. For we ſec an Euill vvay my 
to one man ſceme right and yet be wrong;and the ſame 
yvay toanother may both ſeeme wrong, and be wrong: 
and a good Way may 10 an enill ſight ſeeme hy 4s andyet bees 
right; and the ſame Way to 4 = ſight may both ſeeme right, 
and be right. Now vyhil(t I ſpeake of a good way, and 
a bad vyay, I intenda true Religion anda falſe Religi- 
on : for as a vvay may be faire, (which vyee call a good 
vyay) and yet be jaduect : ſo a Religion may be glori- 

ous 


a 


_ 
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ns to theeye,and furnished with faire pretences, & yet 
be falſe. And asa vvay may be foule, ( vvhich wee catl 
a bad vvay) and yet carry vs direaly to the place whi- 
therwe tend , ſo a Religion may bee naked, poore, © 
plaine in shew, perſecuted, afflited, ſcorned,, contem- 
ned of the greateſt part of the vyorld, of the mighty,no- 
ble, learned, politicke, and yet be the true Religion,and 
the true dire yyay to happineſſe hereafter , the leſſe 
bappineſlc it hath here. 

Having then Rehgion for our ſubict, if we looke vp- 
on it, vyeshall finde three Religions in the yyorld, eſpe- 
cially juſtling forthe truth of this Way : The Turkes, the 
Tewes, the Chriftians : nor nced any man to vyonder at 
this, that I should mention Turkes and lewes vvith 
Chriſtians: for the Iewes Religion, yea the Turkes ſu- 
perltition ſeemes in their eyes to them , as true and as 
right, as ours doth to vs; and vve haue nothing but the 
Scriptures to diſtinguish them and vs aſunder : I meanc, 
the conſent of Scripture, Lawe and Prophets, Olde and 
New, Spirit and Letter : for ſome paſſages and obſcure 
places, they pretend (though vnjuſtly) ro be for them, 
But becauſe vve know ( vyhatſocuer they boaſt) that 
their Religions are Wayes vvhich both ſeeme vvrong to 
All good or indifferent judgements, as they are wrong in 
Gods judgement : and becauſe our hope is to haue no 
heaters here but Chriſtians, vvee vvill leaue them to 
themſelues, & ſpeake of the diuerſitic of wayes amongſt 
vs, vyhich appeare principally to bee foure, every one 

, Clayming truth, and holding their Rel'gion to bee Or- 
thodoxe, and ſo the onely right vvay to heauen. 
1. The ficſt of theſe, arc the Grecians, or the Eaſt 
Church, 
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2. The ſecond, the Abiſsins, or South Church yn- 
der Presbiter lobn. 

3. The Weſt Church, or Church of Rome vader 
the Pope. 

4 Thefourth, is the Reformed Church vnder di. 
vers Princes : vvhich for diſtinQion ſake, and perhaps 
ſituation, (hauing reſpe& to ſome of thele y vyee may 
call the North Church. 

Now if any man exped I should ſub-divide the Re- 
formed Religion, becauſe there are ſome differences a- 
mongſt ys, and ſuchas in ſome times, and with ſome 
hot-headed perſons , breed great combuſtions ia the 
Church, shal not necd, neither truly ought Ito do it; 
becauſeall of vs (except the Hereriques who are general. 
Jy cut off from the body of Chriſt by vs all, or thoſe Schife 
wyatickes who ſeparate and cut themſclues off, as perſons 
that haue no way, that haue no tra of 'Antiquity, or 
any footeſtep to follow direAly in the Scripture) agree 
in the way it ſelfe, though perhaps ſome of vs may vary 
either in the manner of walking in that way, or in ſome 
ceremony and circumſtance of deuotion or diſcipline, 
which is as the hedge, andditch, and fence of this way, 
and no eſſentiall part of the way it felfe, but rather fog 
the order,cafe, and conveniencie of the Traueller. 

Andthus thoſe whom our aduerſaries miſcall Lache- 
74ns, Proteſtants, Puritans, walke as Iacobs ſonnes did out 
of Egypt to fetch their good old father thither, to whom 
their brother 7ſeph knowing their ſtubborne, croſle, 
proude, arid peruerſe natures, gaue them this admoniti- * 
on aforchand, See that youfal! not out by the Way. Genel. 
45- 24+ Invia aut per viam, non pro via, Or propter via : 
tuch arc our hot alterations, vet for the Way,but in the or 
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And thus ſuch as the Papi/ cals Lurheransand Puritans, 
walke the one ypon the one hand, and the other vpon 
the other, the Prozeffant in the midſt, shnnning both 
the Extreames. Wherein whilſt the other walke with yianegia 
molt violent and obſtinate auerſeneſle , they thiake temperars 
 themſelues only ſafe, and become ſeucre and ſupercilli- = wa 

> us 1n ſe 

ous cenſurers of ys and all men who in the leaſt circum- urs ns nec 
ſtance diſlike their Criticiſmes,or in the leaſt ceremony minus. = 
vary from thcir rigide rules. But for the way it ſelfe, all of rg 77 
vSagree in one, & with vs the whole Catholike Church, 4 
both Grecians, and Abiſc5n5,as the learned know ; and as it 
were caſic to demonſtrate ro the vnderftanding of*the +» 
fimpleſt, if time would permit ſolong a diſcourte,in de- 
fc whereof 1 referre them ouer to a booke called Ca- 
tholique Traditions, Colleed by a Frenchman, written in 
English, and dedicated to our late Prince Henry of blel- 
ſed Memory. The only materiall difference yndecided, 
hangs betwixt vs and the Church of Rome , they hol- 
ding themſclues to be only in the way as perſons that 
cannot poſlibly erre from it, and all others to be out of 
the way , that ia all points walke not flep by ſtep, and 
hand in hand with them. Like a man, who,yvould per- 
ſwade all Zyg/andthere were no other way th London, bat 
through his ground , that ſo he might exatt a generall 
toll of the Paſſengers for his priuat benefite. 

Now whilſt | ſay , wee vvith all the Carholique Church * 
agrec about the way , and our only differcace is vvith 
Rome : | ncither intend to affirme, that cither our agree= 
ment with all is ſo intice, nor our variance from thoſe 
of Reme (o diſtant , as ſome of ours and ſome of theirs 
would beare the world in hand. 

Only whilſt ſome Chugches ioyne withys in the Ar- 

_ | B 2 ticles 
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ticles of our faith, andin all the fundamentall points of 
Religion (abſolutely neceſlarie to laluation)we dare not 
judge them for erring in ſome matters of leſſer mo- 
ment. For what haue wee to doe to iudge another 
mans ſernant ? he ſtands or fals to his owne Maſter, 
Yetwhilſt | ſay, vvec vvill not indge, Ishew there is 
cauſe and fearc of judgement , which they may auoyd, 
vvho vviſcly leauing ambiguous and vaneceſlarie que- 
ftions, reſt and build ypon that which is generally and 
yndoubtedly agreed ypon. Theſe & ſuch like 1 forbeare 
to.iudge, becauſe I heare Chriſt ſay, Indge not , lei you be 
eudzed. Mat. 7. 7. And 1 know well it is the preſumptu- 
ous pride of Antichril,and an infallible note of that man 
of ſinne who ſits in the ſeate of God,and exalts himſelfe 
aboue all that is called God, to preſſe with Lucifer into 
Chriſts Office, and to iudge the quicke and dead before 
his comming, condemning all for Heretiques vvho 
yvalke not in his. vyay. 1 know it is the only deſperate 
error,not to ſce and acknowledge our etror; but to pro- 
ceede erting with a preſumptuous opinion that we can- 
not erre. Theſe brands therefore I leaue to him, vvho 
only by theſe (if there were no other) might be knowne 
to be out of the right yyay. And yct in the eyes of theſe 
men (lcd by flesh and blood., and the outward appa- 
rance) how vyell doth their vvay ſeeme , how indirett 
and crooked ſcemes ours { Let ys alittle behold them 
comparatiaely. 

Doth it not ſceme right to a man (who hath but na- 
turall reaſon, flesh and blood to dire&t him) to follew 
that faith vyhich his forefathers profeſſed 1ime out of 
minde? And doth it not ſceme ill to adhere to afaith 
Tykich they fay had no being ill abour theſe hundred 
LP LH  11-omn 
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Feeres,and vvas ncuer heard of before Luther? 

Doth it nor ſceme right (vvhilſt wee fancie God like 
our ſclues, or ſomething better, like a good old King 
eronbled yvith many imployments)that wee should goe 
to. Saints, and Angels, and other ſpirituall fauorites to 
intercede for vs and prefer our petitions? And doth it not 
ſeeme ill, that vvce{vilde ſinners) date preſle cuen to the 
Throne of grace it ſelfe, and refuſe to vie any other 
meanes to obtaine our ſuites then the name, ayde, and 
mediation of the Prince himſelfe Chriſt leſus 3 

Doth it not ſceme right, vyyhilſt yyee keepe the pic- 
tures of our earthly Parents and fricads, that wee should 
vvith greater reuerence and care preferre the pictures of 
God the Father, Sonne, and-Holy Ghoſt, the Parent of 
our ſoules, of the Virgin Mary, and other Saints our ce- 
leſtiall friends? And doth it not ſeeme ill, that vye 
Should not only negle& theſe, but alſo caft them out of 
our Churches and-houſes, breake and burne them; And 
the more pretious acconnt- yvee haue of the perſons 
—_ by ſo much the more to hold the picture peril- 

ous? 

Doth it not ſeeme right to flesh and blood, that mars 
Should ſatisfiefor his owne (innes by ſuffering penance, 
affliction,chaſtiſements,faſtings and the like? that man 
Should merit his owne faluation by vowes, pilgtimages 
workes of chatity, chaſtity, voluntary pouetty , obedi- 
ence, and other free-will offerings of ſupererrogation 2 
And if hecre there were any thing vnpaide, is it not ac- 


, cording to reaſon, that after this life it Should be taken 


out'in Purgatory before wee go? to heaucn ? And (eemes: 
it not as ill to deny flesh-and blood theſe ſenſible latiſ- 
K&ions,& to teach, that all-procecdes out of Gods mer-- 
& ; B 3 Cy;that- 
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ey; that wee muſt doe good, but not truſt to it;that man 
cannot ſatisfie, much leſſe merit; that the chiſtiſements 
wee ſuffer, or the beſt ations wee doe, are not worth 
of heauen, either ex condigno, or ex congruo ; and that as 
there is no third way heere, but a right way or a wrong 
way, ſo there is after this lite no third place, but men 
preſently paſle either into cternall icy, or eternall 
paine. | 

Dorh it not ſeeme right, that ſince Chriſt is God,and 
God is Omnipotent , able to doe whatſocuer he ſaith, 
that therefore when he ſaith , 7hi x my body , that wee 
Should then beleeve, the bread in the Sacrament 1o be 
tranſubſtantiated into hisbody, and the wine into his 
blood? And doth it not ſeeme ill, that wee who graunt 
this power of his, should vnderſtand theſe words fpiti- 
tually, ſacramentally, figuratiucly, and miſtically} 

All theſe things, and many more like theſe, appeare 
thus to the naturall Man. But/apparance and ſeeming 
are no infallible notes of veritie , as we shall manifeſt, 
when wee come to ſpeake of the i 00% or the publi« 
que Indgement of verity, and now will partly shew , com- 
ming by order to treate of the ludge of theſe contro» 
verſies, vvho is hcere ſaid to bee man, guided by his | 
owne imagination,and the giddy ſpirit of Priuacie. , 

3- The [udge, A Mans ſelfe. 
" Toa Man] Man iudgeth of things cither by his Senſe, 
©7 by his Reafon (for | ſpeake of ; naturall man, that 
is,of Nature corrupted, not as God made man righteous, 
but as man hath corrupted his owne wayes.) By his + 
Senſe if he iudgeth, he finds himlclfe often deceiued;tor 
a ſtyaight ſticke pur into the water , ſeemes crooked in 
His eycs, an cecho beguiles his cares; his feeling, taſting, 
lmclling, 
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vin, Whitaker or Perkins. | | 
Secondly, Partiality; Man naturally affets what ci. 
ther proceeded from himlſelfe immediately, or from his 
neere, deere, honord, and beloued Predeceſſors,or ſome 
that in his eycs ſeemes learned wiſc , honeſt , religious, 
In which regard God himſelfe diſputes this point 
with man , Ezechiel 18. 2. and in the 2g. verſe, con- 
cludes with an interrogation, With an expoſtulation, 
ſaying,Tet ſaith the bouſe of Iſrael,The Way of the Lord u« not 
equal :.0 houſe of Iſrael! are not my ayes equall ? or are not 
your Wayes rather vnequall} Andhis is come into fashion 
againe , that Man dares argue the cauſe with his Maker, 
and if God do not as man will hauc him, ſubic& his ac- 
tions to mans reaſon,and aue all his creatures;but thar, 
according to the rule of Iuſtice, he condemne ſome Re- 
probates , he is like to be iudged the Author of ſinne, 
And I wonder he ſcapes cenſure, for making fishes, 
foules, beaſts : I muſe they finde no fault, becauſe he 
made not all theſe to be men and immortall, and why 
he made not men Angels, whilit holy David wonders 
at his extraordinary care & loue showne towards man, 
faying; 0 Lord, What i man that thou ſo regardeſt him ? or 
the ſonne of man that thou ſo viſneſt him? He wonders that 
any man is regarded; theſe wonder, that all men,and all 
Creatures are not alike regarded. Thus man that iudgeth 
by apparance, whoſe ſenſe and reaſon may be deceined 
aud fo deceine him, as he deceiues others, who may bee 
jniquus Index, a ludge fall of preiudice, full of partiality, 
£lpecially in his owne caſe) is ynfit to decie a contro- 
verſic of this nature; And this therefore cauſed that re- 
flute Luther to yner that ſpeech for which he hath 
becne {0 often and ſo yniultly taxed aud ng 
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That he preferd one Saint Paule , before a thouſand Ambro. 
ſes, Auguitines, Hieroms or Chryſoitems. Becaule Saint Paal 
by the iudgement of all tholc was, for the firſt planting 
of the Church , guided by the infallible cire&ion of 
Gods Spirit, after a wonderfull and extraordinary man. 
ner and meaſure : But all theſe men graunt themſclues 
that they might erre; nay, that they did erre,, and ſo re- 
tracted dinerſe of their former opinions ; deſiring nei- 
ther to be belecued nor followed farther, then their 
words and writings should bee found conſonant to 


the verity of the written Word of God. ET 
Now then all the iudgement of Man; nay, of all men Kt 

contradicting the Word of God, is of a priuate ſpirit, I's 

ſuch as Adam was directed by when he left the guidance 4 

of Gods Spirit;of which Saint Pexer ſpeakes, 2: Pct.1.19, "#4 

20. 21, Ifthereforea multitude of men (how learned, | | 


wiſe, or holy ſocuer they bee) should ioyne againſt . and 
the Scripture, their authority muſt not carry it, for they hr 
all erre,and their interpretation is private , x their q 
perſons, their places, their profeſſions be publique. 4; 
Andoneor a few men expounding with the Scrip. 3 

fure, doth not expound by a priuate ſpirit (though his + 
perſon perhaps bee priuate) but by the ſpirit of Truth 
which direQed the holy Pen-men of the Scripture; and 
is Opinion and interpretation is Catholique and or- 
thodoxe, whatſocuer his perſon bee. Cyprian vvas a pub- 
lique teacher, yet interpreting ſome Scriptures to prouc 
rebaptization, his interpretation therein vvas priuate, 
becaule agaiaſt the generall ſenſe and ſcope of Scrip- 
ture. And AuguZine vvas a Bishop,and fo a publike per- 
fon at whoſe mouth we ate to ſecke wiſedome, yet 
when hee brought Scripture interpreted by himſclfe, 
| C cOn-s 
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contrary to the generall ſcope, to prooue Children 
Should receiue the Lords Supper, his interpretation was 
worthliy reie&ted as of apriuate ſpirit. All the founders 
of Hereſics hauc beene publike perſons, ſuch as were 
Nowatus, Arrius, Eunomius,and with theſediuerſe Bishops 
of Rome haue ioyned eyther as authars of Hereſies, or 
Seftatorsof ſuch ; and heerein they were all led by pri. 
uate ſpirits. Therefore Bellarmine confeſſeth , lib. z, 
cap. 3. De verbs. That the Spirit of interpretation (which in 
S. Peters (enſe is publique) « often ginen to prinate men. 

So then the Scripture muſt be expounded by the Scrip- 
© | ture , the darker place by the place more cleere, Man 
'F muſt not ſecke a fortification in Scripture for his opini- 
[ on: but he muſt be carefall to raiſe his opinion and 
: Judgement, out of the Scripture,cuidently confirmed & 
explaned by it ſelfe, and by conference and coherence 
yr the ſame with it ſelfe, and this is publique interpre- 
tation; whatſocuer is contrary, is from the ſpirit of pri- 
uacy. Veritas docends ſuadet,falſitas ſuadendo docet. 

All this that I haue ſpoken then , is not totally to ex- 
clude man from determining queſtions and doubts in 
Diuinity, .but to shew by what rule he ought to judge; 
that is, by no other rule then by the Scriptures : for l 
gladlyacknowledge, that whereas there is an autheng 
ticke and fundamentall Iudge, Chriſt himſelfe (the beſt 
interpreter of the Law being the Law-maker) ſo he 
hath placed a miniſterial Indge , which is the Church, 
which muſt interpret Scripture by Scripture, and cuer 
be wary not to contradit the yyill of the Law-maker 
Chriſt. Now the Romish Sinagogue conſidering the 
Church of Chriſt ia a threefold manner: 1. Firſt,as it is 
Efentiall;2.Secondly\as it is repreſentatine: 3.And thirdly, 

as 
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as it is virtuall. They make the repreſentative parttocon- 
ſiſt in the Miniſtery;and this Miniſtery to flow from the 
Pope as from the head;and to this part that is to the Pope, 
they attribute that power which God hath giuen to the 
whole Church. Now the Pope being thus inveſted in 
abſolute power with an opinion of infallibiliry , laying 
aſide the Scriptures, indgeth without them; nay,againit 
them; nay, iudgeth them, and yet mult not be chalen- 
ged of crror. 
This wee iudge vnreaſonable,that a Man should make 
his owne will the Churches lawe, and iudge in his owne 
cauſe without examination. And therefore wee shew, Amor & 
that man who iudgeth by his ſenſe or reaſon, is nor ſuf- 999m & 
ficiently qualified for ſuch a buſines; or if he were natu- fon 
rally ſo adapted, yetis he vofit to iudge in this queſti- di faciune 
on which wholly concernes himſelfe, in regard of parti- [=P Tudie 
ality or preiudice, to both which he is ſubiet. There- cognofeere 
fore in queſtions betwixt vs and the South-Church, verum. 
Presbiter lohannes is an vafit Iudge; and in queſtionsbe- —_ | 
twixt vs and the Grecians , the Patriarch of Conſ/antinople 
isas vnmeet : and in controuerſlies betwixt vsand Rome, 
#he Pope is not a competent Iudge. Eccleſta#ticus. 3. 14. 
Goe not to Law With 4 Indee,for they Will indge for him accor= 
ding to bis honor. , 
Let vs therefore ſecke a Indge who iudgeth not by 
the outward apparance, whoſe ſence and reaſon cannot 
be deceiued, who is neither preiudiciall nor pattiall; 
*who ſcarcherth the reines and the heart; for yaine is the 
iudgement of man , to whom this way ſeemes right, 
whea the ends thereof are the Yſſues of death. And this 
wee 5hall finde in the Oppoſition, which wee come now 
to handle, 
Ce Tis 
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The Oppoſition, or Publique Indgement. 
I. The end thereof, or purpoſe pretended, 

Wee had the way iudged before prima facie, by the 
outward apparance,by the beginning thereof, and ſoit 
ſeemed right. But heere wee finde fronts nulla fides, no 
credit to bee giuen to the countenance, but the end be- 
wrayes the truth of every thing. The woman beheld 
the truite which Sathan ſo farre magnified; She ſaw the 
tree was good for foode, and pleaſant to the eyes. Geneſe 
3-6. (0 4 eate thereof and gaue part to the man. Thus 
they iudged by the outward apparance, by ſeeming, and 
were decciued , euen then when their ſenſe and reaſon 
were at the perfeeſt. But after they had caten it is ſayd, 
Their eyes Were opened , and they knew that they Were naked, 
Gene. 3. 3. And then likewiſe they knew, that the curſe 
of God, The day that thou eateſt thereof , thou 5halt dye the 
death(Genef. 2. 17) woulg furely light vpon them. So this 
way ſeemed the right way to them to attaine know- 
ledge & happines, but they found the end thereof to be 
the way of ignorance, of darknes, and of death. And as 
with them,ſo withall their poſterity ſince, this hath ſac- 
cceded as ateſtimony of their hereditary ſinne, ſtill t@ 
be deceiucd with the ſeeming of things; inſomuch as 
that is true which the Poet long ſince ſung. 

Fallit enim vitiuns ſpecie virtutts & vmbra, 
Cum ſit triſle habits, vultug, & veſte ſeuerum. 
The face and habit of an Amchorize, 
May be the couer of an Hypoctite. 
Therefore all wiſe men iudge of things not by 
their shewes, but ſubſtances, and not by their be- 
ginnings, but ends. Now. the end ofa thing is cither 
propoſuum, the purpoſe for which a thing is done;and fo 
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min, the iſſue or determination of a thing, as dearh js (1 
the end of a mans life; and ſo it is heere properly taken, 
A ludge oftentimes ſaues a theefe, becauſe he hopes he * 
may proue an honeſt man, and doe good in the Com- b' 1 
mon-wealth : There is the firſt end , The [udges purpoſe | i 
But the Theefe proceedes in his theeuery till he brings 1 
himſelfe to the gallowes, and thats the extreame end, | j 
the v/timum vale. Of both theſe we intend to ſpeake mz 
bciefly, though the laſt only be proper to this Text,and os 
the firſt borrowed for illuſtration. "Kt 
Firſt,then remembring wee hauc Religzo for our ſub- 
ie, let vs ſee whatit is, together with the end thereof, | 
to what purpole it tends. | 
Th ts Chriſtian Religion, that one God, not many,be worchip-. Auguſt. iw | \F 
ped: becauſe nothing makes the ſoule happy,but only one God,The ory TY 
infirme ſoule is not made happy in the participation of another cap. 5, | 
foule that is happy,but is happy in the participation of God , nox 
1 4 holy ſoule happy in the participation of an Angel ; but if an 
anfirme ſoule ſeekes to be happy, tet it ſerke from thence, whenc e 
aboly ſole is happy. For thou art not made bappy by an Angel; 
but from whence an Angel hath happineſſe,thou haſt it alſo, 
* Faith with a ſerious feare of God,js the pare and true Religi- Polan; - 
0; 4s Feare containes init ſelfe a voluntary reverence, and car. 3Y"ag, x 
ries with it a right worship of God , ſuch as is preſcribed in the ed:h, 
Lawe. | 
Religio difta off eo,quod per eam'wni ſoli Deo religamns ant- Iidor: libs \ 
145 noſtr as,ad cultum diuinum animo ſerniendi. Religion then "8+ Etymig - | 
being the band or tyall whereby wee are faltned and R 
bound to God as to the ſouercigne good, confiſteth of | 
three twines, vz. of faith, of hope, of loue'; and 4 threefold 
corde u not euſily broken. Now the proper or principall end 
of this Religion is the gloryof God, the ſubordinate cnd; is 
eur /a/nation; f n 
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That Religion therefore which moſt direfly and 
cleerely tends to the principall end, muſt needs effe& 
the ſubordinate end molt certainely, and ſo mult nece(: 
farily bee the only true and dire way to life ; and the 
other, what shew {ocuer it makes, muſt needs be the 
Way and 1ſſue of Death. 

Againe, the glory of God is moſt aduanced heere in 
this our Way or Religion, by two affeftions of feare and 
loxe,and by the true fruits and effefts of them. Now that 
Religion which traines a man vp to feareGod,and to loue 
God, as God ought to be feared and loued, giues God 
the trueſt glory, and ſo muſt neceſſarily be the truth, 

Laſtly, this feare and this /ove is then moſt rightly ge- 
ncrated and cherished in the ſoule of Man, and (o Gods 
glory moſt aduanced, when mans nature is truly ſet 
foorth, and he thereby humbled in himſelfc, and (o 
taught to feare; and when Gods power and mercy is {0 
expreſt, as he hath beenc pleaſed to reucale it to mans 
comfort; That ſo man ſeeing his owne wants and mi- 
{cry , and Gods all-ſufficient power and mercy, might 
feare and reucrence God as a good Maſter, might loue 
and delight in God as in a good Farher,and might whob 
ly ſecke to him, and cleaue to him as to the chicte and 
WE 2ood, ablc to ſupply and fatisfic all his deſircs a- 

boundaatly. ; 

This being thus layd downe for a rule, let vs by this 
comparatiucly proceed to try ſome points of Religion, 
controuerted , which are fundamental, or lye next t6 
the foundation, and iudge them right or wrong from 
the nature and quality of their doarine: that is, whether 
they ayme at the right-cad, The glory of God, or atan ob- 

ligue cd, the gaine of this World, ang tbe glory of Man that 
. po» 
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Propounds them » *CcOrding to that diretion which 


Our Sauiour 8iues, lohn, 7. 18. He that ſeates of bimſelfe 
feekerh hug We Zlory : but he that ſeekezh, % zlo 4 
;  1Tue, and 


.. 


1. Firſt, for Faith the foundation, Our Aduerſaties 
teach a faith Which only beleeues the POWer of God t 
an : 


2. Secondly for hope . our Adverſaries each a hope Spes bonz 
which VIcertainely cxXPCs a good to come ; whether incerti, 
'f n 


they Shalbe they know n ©, but they hope 
well: whether there be a heanen Pepared for them yea 
Or no, th W not but they hope well, Wee teach. 


» hey know not, 2] 
a hope which the Sctipture teacheth: that iS an earneſt | fl 1 


rteed ; ang taught by 
Patience ang experience, tayes the Lords leyſure , and 
Yet Cries out, Haw long, Lord how long > They call this Apoc.Grg; 
e Preſy MPtion, but wee know they are prelumpey. 
0. 
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| biregna pon the mutable and ynconſtant will of man. We on 
Re. the other fide tcach,that our ſaluation wholly proccedes 

| tari:maie- from the charity and loue of God , and tha all meanes 
 ſatew Dei, conducing to that end, riſe from the ſame tountaine of 
_— 6; louc ; and ſo our charity,as an effec of that charity of 
Accep:ti God to vs,ſernes not as a cauſe mooxing God to ſaue, but 
ren uiberi fO]lowes as a cauſe declaring whom God will ſauce, And 
' fetarer?” that our Charity,as it is a ' Ho and effte of Gods Cha. 
Hieronz Tity,is true charity; and the works proceeding from that 
——_ in charity of ours, good, but imperte; good, asdone by 
""%x ”- aperfon acceptcd,imperfeR as done by a ſinner,as done 
by a babe which growes and labors towards peticttion, 

which perfcQion is not wholly to bee attayned, till this 
imperteion be wholly put away, and corruption hath 

put on incorruption. And therefore for werir , wee are 

farre from it, as a doarine oppolite both to our charity, 

and to the charity of God. To our charity, becauſe cha- 

rity isa free worker, not reſpeQing the wages ; if she 
thinkes to merit, she is not Charity. To the Charity of 

God; becauſc if God gaue for the merit of our workes, 

keauen were not properly a gift, nor grace were not 
grace;nor charity, charity: for charity is = Thus cuen 

Adam himfelfe in his integrity could not merit, becauſe 

bee had nothing bur What be received, he was indebtcal 

for his daily bread, and for the grace he had to ſee and 
acknowledge this loue of God : ſo whilſt we are giuing 

thankes for bencfites recciued, wee ate not paying our 

debts, but runniog farther in ; for cucry grace that wee 

hauc is a new obligation : To him that hath shalbe giuen, 

and wee ate recciuing whillt we thinke our {clues gt- 

ping. | 

Againe, they teach, Though Chriſt dyed for vs, and 
"MY | though 
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thongh Gods grace guide and dire our ations and af- 
feions, yet there are ſome ſinnes left to be ſatisfied and 
diſcharged by our ſclues, either in this life by workes of 
merit or pennance heere, or heereafter by punishment 
in Purgatory. Now this they doe teach, not cuer perhaps 
becauſe they ſo beleeue, but becauſe it is a profitable er- 
ror,and they know they may eaſily vndertake to pardon 
all that come into Purgatory. Beſides, it is a great glory 
for their Hierarchy to be fticklers'in ſo large and (patious 
a roome as they fancy or faine it to bee; not only to 
haue all carth, but all Purgatory alſo within the verge 
of their Inquiſition. Now yvee teach the contrary, be- 

cauſe we ſee this dotrine derogatory to Gods infinite 
mercy and glory, and to the infinite merits of our Sa- 
uiour, As it God had forget 7obe gratious, or as if our Sa- 

viours merits and ations were impertet as our workes 
are ; or rather indeed as if our workes were perfe& to 
merit & ſupererrogate, and his imperfect, not able ro do 

inough for all, yyhen our Saujioursdeath did ſatisfic for 
all the faithfull, and vyas ſufficient for many vvorlds 

more, and his merits yyere ſuperaboundant for vs, and 

for all that beleeue and repent. 

Fiftly they fay, that after the vvords of conſecration, 
the bread is changed into the body of Chriſt, as he was 
borne,as he ſuffered, This they doe to cxalt the dignity 
of thcir Preiſthood : vvee teach the contrary, thar it is 
his body and truly caten, but both by faith, after a ſpiri- 
tuall manner, as the Angels cate Chriſt in heauen by 
cantemplation. And this yvee teach, both becauſe yvee 
haue good teſtimony of Scripture, vvith the whole cho- 
herence thereof,and the Analagie f faith ſo to expound 
I, asalſo becauſe it makes more ” the glory of Gs 

an 
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and the humiliation of man, when our Aduerſaries doe« 
trine doth the contrary, For doth it not call in queſtion 
the truth of Gods word,the truth of Chriſts body,when 
we are led to imagine ſuch a body as might be borne of 
the Virgin,or not born;might be crucified, or not cruci. 
fied, being neither to be felt,nor ſcene, nor taſted, yet to 
be taken vvith the hand, eaten with the teeth, receiued 
into the ſtomach ? And doth it not exalt man, yyhen it 
makes him able to make his Maker ? And with his word 
to make him ſo, as it should be in his power according 
to his intention-& will to have him preſent or not pre- 


ſent { Whar is this elſe, but co ſit in the ſeate of God,and 


to be cxalied aboue all that is called God ? Like in fpiri- 
toals, to that ofthe great Earle of Warwickes in the time 
of H.6. in temporals, vyho- choſe rather to becalled 
Primus Comes Anglte', then Rex Angie ; and thought it 
more honor to-make a King, then to bee one. 
Laſtly,they ſay they humble man more then we, and 
exalt God more then wee: 1. They humble man-more 
whilſt they tell him his (Ginnes are ſuch as he muſt not 
preſume to.go to God, but by meanes of Saints or An- 
gels. 2. They exalt God more, whilſt they exalt his 
leruants, and giue aſmuch reuerence to the Saints as wee 
to God, To this wee anſwere, they atrogate to man, 
whilſt they will ſeeme wiſe aboue that which. is writ: 
ren; they derogate from God whilſt they make his ſer» 
uice common to the Saints, and can only calourit with 
a diſtinion; nay, whilſt they make him and Chriſt on- 
ly ſcuere Iudges, and the Saints and Angels merciful,afid 
io their Meararors. They ought notto do euill that good 
might come of it; this is cuill to lye of God, whilſt they 
faine bim to bee what he is not, and deny him to = 
VY 
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what he is. And of this kinde, and to this ende are all 
their fitions in the Zegend,to proue the Saints merciful, 
and God ſeuere;yca the bleſſed Virgin Mary to be more 
pitifull then Chrs/ her Sonne and Sauiour,in whom she 
was bleſſed more 4 « childe, thena Mother. That they 
may do this the more ſafely, they contend and ſay, That 
belides the written word of God, there are many other 
decrees and dogmaticall points and traditions neceflarie 
to be belecued to faluation, which the Church (that is, 
themſelues alone) hauc in cuſtody vpon truſt and credit, 
Now wee teach the contrary, aſwell becauſe wee haue 
clecre teſtimony of the Scriptures and Fathers general- 
ly, as of acloude of witneſſes to proue the contrary , as 
alio becauſe it makes more for the glory of God in 
things of abſolute neceſſity toward faluation, to gouerne 
by poſitiue lawes of his owae, rather then by arbitrary 
2nd changeable lawes of Man ; and that he should re- 
veale to ys his will by his owne Sonne Chriſt Ieſus,who 
ame to ſauce ys, rather then to leaue ys to the vncer- 
taine relation of Man,who for ought wee know may be 
AntichriF, and fo intends to deceiue vs, though perhaps 
he comes in sheepes clothing , or may ſeeme an Angell 
of Light to bleare our eyes with apparance. 

Wee might ioyne in this ifſue vvith them vpon all 
the queſtions controuerted , but theſe shalbe ſufficient 
to giue light to ſee the reſt at more leiſure. In the meane 
time if wee caſt our eyes truly vpon the end of their des 
fgnements, vyce $hall eaſily ſee, that gaine and glory 
voto themſclues are the only arguments which. draw 
them to fight for the Popes Supremacy, the Maſſe , Purge» 
gatory, Pilprimages , and all the reſt of their opinions, 
yyhereia they ate oppoliteto ys — to the Scriptures. 

| : 
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To this end they are called Marchants, Rewel: r#. 2 58 
Becauſe for gaine 4nd glory they (ophiſticate Religion, as 
Marchants their wares, and thus make marchandize of 
heauen and earth , and of God himſelfe. And as the 
Marchants in London hauc foxcigne commodities where. 
by they ſucke the ſweete fap of the Country to them- 
ſclues, and they in the Country haue meanes againe to 
recall it ; as Norwtch by ſtuffes , Torke by Cattell, ſome 
places by vvooll andcloth, others by corne, and others 
by Mettals : Or as Englaſd vvith theſe commodities 
furnisheth other Countryes , and fupplics her owne 
wants from thence; and Frawnce with her vvines buyes 
her children vyooll, and Spaine , vvith Figges, Rayſons 
Limons , and Oranges for ſauce , buyes herſclfe bread 
and meat : ſo theſe ſpirituall Marchants chop & change 
commodities, and tofle to and fro by that meanes the 
wealth, the pompe, the glory of the world,the fat of the 
Earth, the Crownes of Kings. To this end Walſinghams 
had a lady to bring ſuiters and fees Eaſtward,and Canter- 
bury had a Saint Becket to- draw it Southward , The 
North had a Winifid, Scotland a Saint Andrew and his 
arme,the Low-Countries a Lady of Hales, Fraunce a Saint 
"Dents , Spaine a Saint Tames , Italy a Lady of Loretto, and 
euery Country vvas full of theſe Marts, where te 
Saints did ſeuerall cures and feruices to the Churcti, and 
had continual! Votaries, and thoſe of the frankeſt fort, 
as ſuperſtition is commonly a prodigall. And this vvas 
a golden vvorld , and aglorious Re{ggjon tothe eye , (0 
that vyee heare old men and women talke of thgſe 
things (till ; bnt vvee know this was not ſound at the 
heart; the way might ſceme good to a man but the end 
thereof were the Yilues of death, : 


e The 
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2. The certeine ill Duality; or Determination. | 

Is the Tſſnes of Death] hawing ſpoken of the firſt end, 
vvhich is the purpoſe and ſcope of this.vyay, vvee come 


to ſpeake of the Yflue of this end; that is, The Terminus 
vitimus or determination of this purpoſe and ayme,and 


that is, Death; They are the Tfiues of Death. Life was pro- Ty 
miſed ja thcir firſt apparance, it ſeemed the right vvay, [1 
but ypon tryall wee finde Later Angus in herba,the end is . y ; 
the Yſſues or Wayes of death. A great diſtance berwixt *% 
the promiſe and the performance, betwixt the pretence Li | 


and the Yllue, the paflage and the port, the ſtarting place 
and the cnd of the race; yyhen life is proclaimed in the 
beginning, and death meets ys at the concluding. 7 hawe 
Fought a good ffzht (faith the Apoſtle Paule. 2. Tim. 4.7.3) 
I haue finiched my courſe, from benceforth i; laide vp for me 4 
Crowne of glory Which God that righteous Indge shall giue me, 
«1d not 10-me only but to all that loue his avpearing. Now the FI 
Apolilc hath fought, and if he kaddeſerucd ex condigno,, f 
might chalenge this crowne as a debt due to his worth; 

but he doth not ſo-, heexpetts it indeed out of grace, 

of free gift; he doth nordeſerue it by fighting, but he 

obtaines it fighting, it is given freely by a righteous *, 
Indge vvho gaue him grace to fight, and promited him 4 

* both to oucrcome and to triumph. My ws ſufficient 2, Cor 22, 1} 
for thee, makes Paule feare no bufſeting of Sathan , no ſting $148 
or pricke mn the flesh, for that grace gaue him ſtrength to 
fight and conquer, atid vyas manifeſted the more by hii 
mfirmity:for Gods power ts made perfett through our weaknes, 5 
. And after he hath fought hee cxpeas a crowne, that we 

grace is ais aſſurance, he cannot chalenge it by any 0- 

ther right, and in that right he'is aſſured'of it both for 


himſelfe and all others Who loue the appearing of our Lord* 


Teſies 


-. 
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Teſus Chriſt. To all that love, not toall that feb ; the af. 
fe@ion, not the attion, is reſpeted;the perſon, not the 
paſſion is accepted. But now if Pawle had beene of the 
Romish faith , this ſpecch of his would haue beene 
iudged preſumption ; not preſumption to chalenge by 
merit, but preſumption to chalenge of gift, and ſo reſo- 
lutely to reſt ypon the grace of the giuer, as to aſſure 
himſelfe and others of this crowne. Preſumprion is faith 
with them, and truc ſauing faith is Preſumption. When they 
heare him ſay, Rom.s. 38. I amperſwaded , that neither 
death nor life, nor Angels, nor principalities, nor powers , nor 
things pre = nor things t0 come, nor height, nor depth , noy 
any other creature, shalbe able to ſeperate vs from the loue of 
God , Which is in Chriſt Teſs our Lord; they would gladly 
wake this only a probable perfwaſion,no certaine faith: 
but others ſeeing this too groſle a dallying with the ma- 
nifeſt ſcope of the Text , (ay, Saint Pawlc vvas aſſured of 
the certainty of his ſaluation, of the happy end of his 
right Way by extraordinary revelation only. But letit 
be ſo;was it reuealed to him for others that beleeue too? 
he faith fo; for he ſaith nothing $halbe able to ſeperate 
vs: Now then if it be reucaled to him for others, let vs 
beleeue the reuelation, and apply it with vnfained faith 
* to our owne hearts in particular, as he did to his. And by * 

the way, obſerfie what it is that Saint Paule builds his 

+ faith vpon, ſo that nothing can preuaile againſt it. Is it 

ypon Pezer that rocke? Is it ypon Indulgences or Pardons 
of man? Is it ypon perſonall righteouſnes , inherent iu» 
Kice, or his owne or other mens merits? No; It is ypon | 
thatrocke Chri#f Ieſus;it is vpon the loue and Charity of 
God, in and through the merits of Chrift Teſs our Lord; 
which louc, nor death, nor life,nor Angell, not power, 
nor 
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nor heanen nor hell can alter; for Gods loue is immuta- 
ble, he is not «> man thet he thowld repent : whom be lowes,, 
he lowes to the end; his Wayes ſeeme hard, but the yflues of 
them are the Wazes of lite. 

Whereas therefore onr Aduerſarics accuſe ys of no- 
vel prefumprion, for teaching a faith that may aſſure vs 
of our ſaluation, and (to elude this cleere place of Sains 
Paul,and diuerſe other the like) (ay, This was rencaled to 
him by extraordinary fauour. Wee know and confeſle, 
that hee aa worthy inſtrument of Gods glory,asa Ma- 
ſter builder, had many things revealed vnto him for the 
edification of the Church, but for this particular it was 
no otherwiſe reucaled ro him then it is to cuery faith- 
full Chriſtiao, in yyhom the Spirit of God dwels, as in 
a temple,and there teacheth them to offer Sacrifice, and: 
tocry Abba Father with teares and grones that cannot be 
expreſſed. Well may there bee a difference in the mea- 
ſure of the reuclation, not in the matter reucaled : Wee 
tnow (ſaith-Saint 7ohn. 1. Ep. 3, rg.) that Wee are tranſlated 
from death to life, &c. and after, verſe 23. He that keepeth 
hu commandement, awelleth in him, and he in him: and heere- 
by Wee know, that be abideth in vs ,- euen by that Spirit Which 
ee hath zinen vs. So the perſons are Wee, not7, not Saint 
Tohn alone but wee, all that beleeue, and love; for this faith 
and loue are inſeperable: Againe, Wee are tranſlated, not 
it is probable Wee 5halbe, but wee are, yvhich makes it cer- 
taine by fai:h, as if it were done and accomplished:Lalt- 
ly, we know ths, and wee know it bythe Spirit which 
"God hath giuen vs, the ſame Spirit that taught Saint 
Pawle and Saint Tghn is our tutor too. For other reuclati» 
ens Chriſt himſelfe hath ſilenced all pretences andsha« 


dowes, and giuen abſolute authority jo the Scripture 0- 
-% D & xeacd: 
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pened and interpreted by the Spirit of God to reſolus 


Luk. 16.19 all (cruples in caſe of conſcience. And this wee may ſee 


cleerely in the Parable of Dives and Lazarim,where Diues 
after he had failed of his perſonall ſuite, and could not 
obtaine a drop of mercy for himſelfe, yet requeſted 4- 

"is friends to forewarne them of 
the ſtate he was in,not that they might pray for him ,for 
that vvas to no purpole, the tree Was falne, but that they 
might by repentance and amendment auoyde the dan- 
ger themſclues. To whom Abraham giucs this anſwere, 
They haue Moſes and the Prophets, let them heare them, fo he 
turnes them'to the Scriptures wherein the will of God 
is reucaled to cuery man, what they Should shun, what 
they should doe, what they sRould belecuc , and how 
they Should line. And when Dies perſiſting in his ſuite 
faith; Nay father Abraham, but if one Went vnto them fron 
the dead they Will _ Abraham replics definitiuely and 
reſolutely, If they heare not Moſes and the Prophets , neither 
Wl they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead. So wee 
ſee, he that doubts the Scripture, or belceues any thing 
againſt it, vnder pretence of reuclations from heauen, 
or hell, or Purgatory, or the like fitions of Ghoſts and 


| Spirits appearing, is in a wiſe caſe, and may be drawne, 


into a fooles Paradiſe, bat neverinto the true Paradiſe, 
and ſo wander in this Way which ſeemes right, but the end 
thereof are the Tſſues of Death, 

To $shut vp this point , obſcrue the certainty of this 
judgement, as the Apoſtle Saint Tha before in the 1. 


| Ep. 3. Chap: 14- verſe, ſpeakes in the preſeat-Tence, We * 


know that Wee are tranſlated, to note the certainty of 
their tranſlation to glory;ſo heere Salomon laith , 17 is the 
Way of Death , and the end theredf is1o, 16 note the cer- 


tainty 
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Hanty of the thing. And this is aplaine proofe of the Spi- 
rits aſſiſtance to diſcerne the end and determioation of 
2 thing before the end be come; when otherwiſe it were 
to0 late to doe it. For it is 100 late for Dizes to repent 
in hell, when che end is. come;he should haue attended 
better to Maſes and to the Prophets before, and belecucd 
the word of God,not the foolish traditions of his fore. 
fathers againſt the Word, or the idle old-wiues tales of his 
foremothers , beſides the Word: he should have attended 
the admonition of the faithfull Pafor and. Prophet, and 
not. to the fained Legend of his flattering, Paraſites, 
trencher-fed Chaplaines. The perfection of all humane 
judgement, is to 1udge by the end and iſſue ; andeuen 
heere wee often erre too : but if man goes farther of 
himſelfe by nature, it is but conjeQure and preſumption 
xiſing from long experience in obſeruatiqa of like cir- 
eumſtances, as the” effe& leades ys to the cauſe; bur yet 
eucn then wee cannot ay it is, or certainely it shall bee, 
but it may be ſo, it may ſo fall out,it may be the cad of 
Death. . Byt the. Spirit of God ſees the end before it 
comes; he ſces the thoughts afarre off, and iudgeth,. and 
warnicth men aforchand inwardly by good and, holy 
mdtions, outwardly by the Scriptures; and he that will 
not belecue the holy Spirit of God in the Scriptures , it is 
but iuſtice, if God gine, him.ouer toa teprobate minge, 
that heshould be ſeduced and belceue lies, who would 
not receiue the truth of God, but was tranſported with 
rgſpect of times , perſons, places, and other humane 
Motiues. 

And heerg before wee part, I giue the int-lligent 
Heater this one obſeruation by the way, that of all the 
controberfies betwixt ys and - Romane Adverſaries, 

| | * we arc 
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we are notchalenged for doing any thing in the ſeru ice 
of God which wee ought not to doe : for wee beleeue 
with them all the Articles of the Creede : wee pray as 
Chriſt himſelfe hath taught vs, wee liue (at leaſt wee 
tcach, that allmen shouldliue)as God hath commanded 
' vs in the Decalogue, Only the exceptions they take at vs, 
are for omiſſions, becauſe they fay , wee do not ſome- 
thing wee ought to doe; and our exceptions are againſt 
them. 1. Firſt, for omitting ſome things which God 
commandeth; 2. Secondly, , doing ſomething that 
God commanderh, not after the patterae preſcribed,but 
afcer another manner invented. 3. Thirdly, for doing 
many things which God hath direQly and expreſly pro. 
hibited, prohibiting in the meane time what God hath 
commanded. Now I deſire you fo to obſerne this pal- 
fage, that you'may take it yp rightly, and ynderſtand 
what meane. * 

I ſay therefore againe, the queſtions and controuer- 
fies betwixt vs,are not for the things wee doe, but of ths 
things that they doe. As for example, they dare not 
finde fault with vs for praying as Chriſt taught vs, Our 
father,cFc.' But the queſtion is, whether or no they goe 
as they ought, whilſt they pray to Saints and Angels. The 
gneſtion is not, whether wee may pray to God without 
Images or no,but whether wee may pray by, at,in to, or 
before Images, withatiy reference to them, as they doe. 
And fo for Latin Serrice:for the Communion in both kinds, 
the queſtions are about the things that they do, mot 
for the things wee do : ſo the doubt is ypon their ſide; 
and ſuch a doubt ir is, that the Pope would gladly haue 
graunted Queene Elizabeth (of happy Memory) liberty 
for her and herpeople to do theſe things as wee = 
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doe them; (as witneſſeth the learned 3 3. of Zly in his 
Torturs Torti, and Maſter Camden in his Angles) , if the 
Queene would haue taken licenſe from him , or would 
haue ſubicted her Crowne to his Myrer; for that was the 
marke he shot at; the gaine of his Perer-pence, and other 
ſpirituall trading, and the glory of a Kingdome (o obſe- 
quious, ſo fruitfull, ſo helpefull as England had bcene, 
and might bee. But shee was too honorable to kiſle 
his foote for feare or hope, and too honeſt to receiue 
any courtefic from him: which 1 adde the rather, to lct 
them ſee, who perhaps are not altogether vycll affeted 
toward vs, nor perſwaded of our truths, that there is no- 
thing praiſed in our Church , but that which finds al- 
lowance and approbation from the modeſteſt and lear- 
nedeſt of their ſide, And thercfore they may well be 
preſent at our ſeruice, and communicate with vs in our 
Sacraments, without ſcruple of conſcience (vnleſſe the The Popes 
Popes countermand bee their ſcar-crow) although wee worde only 


may not ſafely communicate with them for fearc of ma- 110d. 
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nifeſt Idolatry , knowing that howſocuer their Way Communie 


ſeemes right in theyr cycs, yetthe 7ſues thereof are the 27 with vs: 


but Gods 

Buyer of death. _ word bers 
lis 3. The Publique Indge, Salomon. | vs from 

The laſt point comes now to be handled concerning Com mu- 


the true Iudge ofthis Way, which is the holy Spirit of (pc, 
God,direQing the pen of Salomen the Publigne Magiſtrate, 
the King and the Preacher. , 

_ A man, and a priuate ſpirit ofa man , was the Iudge 
ofthe apparance, the ſceming good, the beginning of 
this Way; But God is the true ludge, of the end, and if- 
ſue of this way. Man was an. impotent Iadge, God an 
all-ſgfficient ludge; Man was a ludge preiudiciall and 

be - | E 2 partiall; 
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we 
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Gen. 18. 25 partiall, God is an vpright Indge: for shall not the Iudge of 
al the World doe right? 

But the Pope ot Rome ſteps in heere, chalenging to be 

Luk. 4.6. Iudge in this caſe by Charter ( as Sathan did in the like 
caſe) and to hauea Patent ſealed to that end by Chriſt 
r-Reg+2.27 himſclfe. And for feare Salomon (who as King durlt diſ- 
poſe of the Preiſthood) should bring euidence againſt 

him either by word or fa&, he hath ſtopr his mouth, 

and condemned him aforehand to Hell, and brought 

out Trajanthe Emperor in his roome; who though he 

| werea Pagan, yet hath found ſo much fauour , as to be 

inthe life preferd befor Salomon; who was a Type of Chriſt , and 
he — the wiſeſt Prince that cuer reigned, | 

Anddoubltles if any other of the Prophets or Apoſt. 
les 5hould preſſe him with argumeats, he hath powerto 
ſilence them,and to cry vp and downe,what Scripture he 
pleaſerh ; to make Canonicall Apocrypha , and Apocrypha 
Canonicall, ad bene placitum. For who would beleeuc the 
Scripture but for the Church? and who is the holy Catho- 
ligne Church but his Holines ? at leaſt who is the head 
thereof, who rules the roaſt there but hee ? Now if a- 
ty of them vrge him too farre, and make againſt him, 
he hath power to take order with them, cither by hjn- 
diag or looſing; which iuriſdition in this caſe he cx- 
erciſeth after a | Dany manner. 

1. By pronouncing them Apocrypha. 2. By eluding their 
genuine meaning and ſence, by a foraigne and forced inter- 
pretaton or expoſition. 3. By warranting an err0m 
Tranſlation to be Authenticall , and the only true offc. 
4 Laſtly, by purging all humors that offend his bumor. 10 
which regard wee ſee how the Auncicnt Fathers haue 
beene shaucd, clipr, ſcoured, washt, let blood, Po 

| | get 
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gelt, and mutilated : yea ard many of the Neotericks of 
their owne Men and fattion, haue beege dicted, and calit 
intoa ſyycat, and hardly recoucred with thie application 
of their Catholicon. And all theſe ads of theirs juſtified 
and defended with aſmuch cagerncfle and shew of zcale 
and truth:, as the honeſteſt cauſe. Welk may wee therc- 
fore feare and flce from his cenſure ,as from a ludge full 
of preiudice, fall of partiality; becauſe it is in his owne 
cauſe, where he will nor limir his Prerogarene royal, bur 
extend it beyond all degtces of compariſon. Yet though 
he be our Aduerſary, let vs heare him alittle, andice 
what notesand Land-markes he gines-ys;' ro'kniow and 
diſtinguish the true way from the falle'by;thar wee may 
follow them, if they both ſeeme ahd bee infallible;aud 
that wee may beware of them, if they only ſceme right, 
but leade to the way of death , and then feeke out 0+ 
thers that wee-mayleerely fee to be true, | 

' Neither will the 'time permit; nor is it needfull to 
bring forth all the marks of the'true way , which the 
Church of Rome hangs out. The principall only I will. 
briefly touch and point at. But before wee do it, I muſt 
Iy downe this ground of their owne which they *giue 


ro difcerne ttne notes by. -- 


"True Notes of the Church mu#t be ſuch as are able t0 conſii- 
rate the abſolute definition of the Church; ſo farre , that bein 
found, the Church « found; and being lo#, the Church us bf: 
Soſaith Srapleron, in his prozm. #b:4. Againe , they 
muſt bee fo-proper to the Churchy, as they cannot be 
found in any other focicty or company of Men beſides; 
And ſo nable , as they may bee more eminent and no- 
table then the Churcty ir ſclte ; and ſo po, as 
the Church cannotiſubfift withoirrthem.. Sich as _ 
Ga E 3 Be p 
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Bellarmine requires in his 2. Chap: De Nots Fcdleſie, A- 
gaine , they-mult be ſuch as Yalentia aſſignes., Tow: 3.in 
22+ diſp. 1. 4. 1. de obiedt: fact, puntt. 7. In nots requiritur 
wt Eccleſie vere conueniant, atg, etian vt illi ſoli. 
This premiſed, come wee now to bring the notes they 


giue to theſe rules, that thereby we may tric their, 
truth... x 


| t. The firſt note is , Antiquity z but this is neither 
| cleere, nor proper : for the malignant Church is neere as 
Mat. 13-30 01d ; nay perhaps elder, then the trve Church militant ,of 
fore vi. Which we now ſpeake, vvhich conſiſts of Men lapſed by 
& ad meſ. fin, and reſtored by Grace. For the Church is called 
em. WAyFIx Witpe To enxehtry, Jucd cf, eupcare. Becaule the Ce 
| le& arc by the outward preaching of the Goſpel, and the 
inward operation of the Spjriz called ut of the Maſle 
of corrupred mankind, .mixed in a confuſed lumpe, 
where they weze. firſt euill, befare.the grace of, God 
wrought their wils to deſire-to beg good: therefore 2ue 
naſcentia mala ſunt, ea creſcentia peiora; And (0 Antiquitss 
ſme veritate,ef veru error Error and Amiiquity may dwell 
tOgemer. | any ; 
, ., 2. Secondly, they brag of, Myultizyde.,, as of a certaine 
note. Butthe moſt paſſengers. trauaile, (as our Sauiour. 
faith) in the broade Wey which lcades to death: fo that 
heere it may be ſayd as Liny ſayd of old in hjs firſtDecad: 
Fere fit maiqr pars, vincit meliorem. And therefore it is 
that oux, Saujour comfarts his Church, heere with 
a.12,32 thole gratious, words ,iFearg not little Flgcke , It w your Fa: 
ther pleaſureza give you a Kingdowe : as it he should ſay, + 
You are but few , 2 handfall your .enemics many , a 
wulcituge, therefqre you baue caule to feare ; yet feare 
#8, Geg  fironger they man or, Sathan, your Faber 1 firovg" 
43A 6 (4 
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GUNS Aduerſary and his Legions. You are but little and 
weake, you cannot conquet this Kingdome by force,no 
more then Abraham could; It shalbe giuen to your fath, 
as it was to Abrahams: you cannot merit it; if you could 
then you ncede not feare; itshalbe given freely ; there- 
fore though in regard of your felues'you haue cauſe to 
feare, yet feare not in regard of the Donor, God. Lalt- 
W you $hall haue a Kingdome, you hane it not hecre, 
or then you neede not | ns no more then Rome doth, " 
but make'all Kingdoms fearc you rather; bur it shalbe LES 
giuen heereafter, therefore feare nor but be fairbfull. Hope 10.20.37, 1 } | 
well, and haue yvell. p 
3- Thirdly, they bring forth Szcceſs509. Bat evill men | 
ſucceede one an other in euill places : this note theres 9 
fore is defeftiue. Succeſſion of Perſoris without fuccef- wel © 
fion of DoAtine is a'dectſcron; a defeZion. The Preiſts and fs 4 
Scribes condemned ''Chrift and* his doQrine our of the .. 
Viſible chayre of Moſes y as CAnichrift may doe out of Pe- 
Fers. $'ks en 
4- Fourthly ,” they boaſt of vn#ry. But there is #wic- rc, 11.90; 
ed wnity in hell, And the Scribes and Phariſies, and Sad- $4 \ 
»duces, though they could agree together no better then ! 
the Franciſcans and Dominicans, orthe Secmiar Preifts and 
Tefuits, yet they bound themſclues in a common band 
of obedience ynder one head the high Preiſt, and the 
then vifible Church of the Iewes , againſt our bleſſed 
Sauiour and his Apoſtles. ©. knee 
* S$. Fiftly, they call themſelnes the Carholique Church, 
and preſume to carry it by that name. But the lewes 
before them' did boaſt of the Church, #he Church, the 
Temple, the Temple, and called Chriſts doQrine both "ew 1...;., I 
asd /an;ular, and their owne, 1d and yniveriall; though Mar,:.2x, Wh 
LEE E s' Chuaſt 1 
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{ Mat. 19.8. Chriſttold them he was, before, Moſes, . and-ub initio nth 
fuit ſic, there wasa time when, it was otherwiſe, when 
their traditions (now growne fuſty with age) were no- 
| uvelties, or ſtale newes. Thus likewiſe they- called Sain 
| AR-:4-14, Paules Doctrine, Hereſy. More they could.not oy againſt 


rules, as able to conſzture the betog of the true Church : fox 


Syrian lanzwage Wherein Chriſt ſpake, The Greeke,Wbercin the 
Soianares of fhe uew ee Written; She hath Suc- « 
ceſ40n even from the Apoſtles themſclues lineally with- 
Qurt interruption, They,are at Yaity vader one Chiete, 
and they call themſelucs: Cartholiques ; And yct for al 
theſe, the Church of. Rome (and that rightly) makes ſuch 

| | Excep+ 
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exceptions againſt her, as wee doe againſt the Church 
of Rome. | 
Since therefore theſe notes are not eſſential, but acri- 
dentall;not proper,but common;not permament,but tranſient, 
wee ought to be wary how wee altogether truſt to their 
probable direQion, ſince all,or the mot part of thele ate 
ſuch notes as may accompany this Way which ſeemes 
right and is not ſo, and ſo may be made meanes to in- 
ſnare and intangle our affetions with preiudice and 
parciality,and ſo to blinde our judgements, that hauing 
theſe wee $halbe ſatisfied with shew and apparance, 


though wee walke as 7oſeph and Mary did three days iour- Luk.,2.44. 


ney with the multitude of our friends, and neuer miſſe 
Chriſt, as if he were none of our Company. 

And I pray obſerve (to hold vs to our Allegory of a 
Way) if there were doubt of two wayes, which were, the 
right or the wrong way, and one that would vndertake 
to dire you to finde out the right, should fay ; You 
Shall know the right way by theſe markes, Ir is an ol 
Way,a beaten Way, a Way Where Paſſengers trauell one after an- 
other, It ts a Way by it ſeife,or one Way, it is called the old Way, 
and it is v5/ab/e; what were a man the better for theſe di- 
reftions? would he not thinke ſuch a guide out of his 
wits? Eſpecially when he $hall ſee both wayes alike o{d, 
alike beaten ; both vvayes to haue paſſengers ſucceſsiuely, 
alike frequent, both wayes to be intire and ſingular , both 
wayes to becalledold, and both wayes to be wi/ble? Thus 
both wayes doubtleſſe he would be wilde except he had 
better directions: And yet this is the caſe of the Church, 
which ſome would thus marke out to the belecteand 0- 
bedience of all men. But to conclude , all rheſe are no 


tive markes ; but the Scripture is the truc and m—_—_ 
G ul- 


ſok.4, 
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Evidence to bound the Church our, ' to him that yyill 
be heedfull to obſerue , and faithfull ro beleeue, and 
humble to obay, as we hope to manifeſt. Heere then it 
were meete, I should giue you ſome infallible and inſe. 
perable note of the true Way , _— Showne, or rather 
pointed at the defect of theſe which the Church of Rom? 
produceth. Burt then I Should offer violence both to 
your patience,and to the Text;the time not permitting 
ſo large a diſcourſe, and my Text leading me to diſcouer 
the falſe Way With ſeemes right, but giuing no warrant to 
proceede farther. Only to conclude all, fince it is within 
my Commiſſion to manifeſt the falſe way, I will giue 
you one notc,a ſure onewhereby you may know when 
you are owt of the right Way, that lo you may $hun error 
and ſceke truth, and enſueit till death, that in the end 
you may finde cuerlafting life. 

Briefly Chriſt himſclfe ſaith, 7 am the Way, the truth and 
the life , no man commeth to the Father but by me. He is the 
Wayto walke in, the truth to guide you, the life where- 
withall you walke. And if you would finde this way,hec 


loh, 5. 39. himſclfc learnes you a rule, Search rbeScriptures, for in them 


47+ 


you thinke to haue eternal life, and thoſe are they that beare 
Witneſſe of me. And he there vpbraydes the Iewes , ve- 
cauſe they gaue no credit or heede to the Scriptures, but 
preferd the traditions and doQtines of their forefathers 


Tohn. 5-46. before it, ſayiog, Had yee beleened Moſes, gee Would hau: be- 


leeurd me: for he Wrote of me: But if you beleene not his Wri- 
tings,how sha{l yee beleene my Words? Therefore the Apoſtle 


2.Tim-3-16 cals all Scripture $wnyws ©-, as a dottrine inſpired By 


God to make men wilc to ſaluation ; and ſo belecuing 
himſelte, and teaching otkers to belecue , he praiſeth 


&.Fune3-15 Tirot”y for being fom a childe brought wp in them , and he 


£X- 
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exhorts all men to follow him as he keepes in this Wey, 
and vvalkes after Chriſt Icſus and no otherwiſe. For lo 
long he is ſure he goeth right, and they may follow him 
with ſccurity. 

Now then I do not ſay vyhereſocuer thou eſt the 
Scripture ſet forth for a ligne, there Chriſt is vvithin: 
there i the true Way, the tree Church. But 1 ſay whereſocuer 
thou canſt zoe ſee the Scripture, be aſſured thou art out of 
the Way: for the Scripture muſt be euer in thy eye,being 
that ſerled Land-marke by vvhich thou muſt try and 
know , and to yyhich thou muſt. reduce and bring all 
thy other coaſt-marks andſca-marks. So it is that Ants- 
quity vvhich agrees yvith the yerity of rhe Scriprure;that 
multitude yyhich vyorship God according to the rules of 
the Scripture; that Suceſgow vvhich ſucceed in the truth of 
doctrine deliucred in the Scripture; that waity vvhich be- 
lecues the. Trinity taught in the Scripture; that Carholique 
Charch yyhich is founded vpon, and vniuerſally agreceth 
vvith the truth of the Scripenre ; that wi/ible congregation 
vvhich are ſeene to God, and vyhich ſce God as he re- 
ucales himſclfe in the Scripture , that become notes by 
vvhich thou mailt ſafely trauaile in this doubttull vvay 
of mortality. So that the Scripture muſt ever be preſent 10 
mite theſe infallible, though perhaps it be not ot ablolute 
neceſſiiy, thatall theſe be cuer preſent vvith the Scrip- 
ture to make the Church true. The Heathens of old burn 
the books of Nama, becauſe he bewrayd therein the pro- 
phane miſteries of their 1dolatries. The Turks at this day 
keepe their people in ignorance; no man mult ſee into, 
no man muſt diſpute or argue of their Sect. 

And thus our Adverſarics of Rome deale vvith the 


Sctiptuzes; & xeſembling heerin the Heathens & Turkes, 
F 2 1 vuuld 


Pro.4-18, 
19» 
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yvould yet make the vvorld beleeue, that they are the 
only Chriſtians. And left they should ſeeme #nſanire ne 
ratione,they hauea ſeeming reaſon why they permit not 
the Scriptures to be in the mother-rongue of cuery Na- 
tion publiquely to be read by them ; leſt forſooth (x 
the Rhemi/is ſay in their preface) they s$hould hurt them- 
ſelues , as vvith fre, or Water, or knines, or ſwords, or the 
hke. And vvhy do they not put out the Sunne becauſe 
it hurts the gazers eyes? or why put they not out their 
eyes to preuent hurting , eſpecially ſince they miſ-leade 
many a man to luſt and vanity ? To argue from the a- 
buſe of things indifferent, to remoue the lawfull vſe of 
them, is an abuſeof ſence and reaſon; But in things of 
this kinde, of abſolute neceMtie,it is an intolerable and 
preſumptuous foolery. Nature cannot bee {o blinde as 
ro ſuffer any but naturals to beleeue this their dofrine, 
and to vvalke in this their way: for Salomon ſaith,7he Way 
of the \ricked is 45 darknes: they know not at what they ſtumble: 
But the path of theinſt is as the shining light that sbineth more 
and more wnto the per felt day. 

True; but yvill ſome ſay, AU Heretickes hang out this 
flagge, and all boaſt of- the Scriptures : how $hall wee 
then know the true vvay from the falſe by that which is 
common to all vvayes, or vvhich all yyayes at leaſt ha- 
lenge and make shew of 2 Obſerue cuen from this ob- 
jection the force and authority of the Scriptures, vader 
which, falſehood aſwell as truth ſecks to$heiter herſclfe, 
becauſc falſehood by this glaſle learnes to trimme her- 
ſelfe vp like 2ruth. And looke as the Heathens by thgir 


AQR.17. 23. [dolatries proued aſwell that there vvas a God, as the 


Rom. I» 


moſt batbarous Nationto adore ſome Deity, a:d ra- 


lewes by their true vvorship: becauſe nature taught the 


ther 


Ul 1 \ Urs 
ther to make a God of a Calfe, a beaft, a bird, a ſtone, 
then-ro-be a godleſſe Atheiſt : ſo all HereGes and falſe» 
hoods beare witneſle for the truth and authority cfthe 
Scriptures, vvhilſt they ſtrive to iuſtific them(clues 
thereby; knowing, without the Scripture all other their 
argumeats,-notes, and pretences,how plentifull or plau- 
fible ſocuer they bee, arc nothing to the purpole ; and 
therefore they labour to wreſt the Scripture to their 
fancie. And could the Church of Rome by this cuidence 
approve her prefent practiſe and doErine, Iaflure my 
felfe she would looke no farther, but vyould permit c- 
uery. man to reade the ſame at pleaſure; nay, she would 
command the reading thereof vnder the paine of her 
curſe, as now $he forbids it vvith her Anathema. Ingenu- 
ous therefore is this ſpeech of a Fryer of her owne ;-1«- 


ne aliorum more Paganorum euaneſcerent, at 4 its adzpuentiont- 
bus manuum ſuarum infoleſcerent. God did-impale the lewes 
with the Scriptures as with certaine bounds or aburtals, 
leſt after the manner of Pagans they shouid apoſtate 
and pcrish through the .inuentions and: deviſes of their 


dere. lt is neceſſarie for vs to follow the Diuine Scrip- 
tures, and to depart or vary in nothing from that which 
dhey preſcribe. And [renews : Scripturs dinims ,- quererts 
& indubitatawveritare#t, in firma & walida petra eff demum 
ſeam edificare : hac vero develitta , alys niti quibuſcunque doc- 
erin: , incertam effuſe arene, vnadt facile fit ewerſio , et rut- 
24a ſirutre. To build ypon the divine Seriptures, which 
3s the ſure and indubitable truth gis to build ypon a 


firme and ſtrong rocke ; but this being left, to rely. v- 
F 3 pon 
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owne hands. - Therefore faith Cyril, Necearium nobs ef om, - | p 


Dinins ſequi Literas, & in nullo ab earum preferipto diſce- tide. 


[ren.lib. 2, 
CaPs 53+ 
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deos Scripturks tanquam quibu {dam cancells cixcumdedit Dems, cap. 5- 
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pon any other doQtrines vyhatſoeuer, is to build to cer. 
taine ruine, vpon flecting ſand from yvhence the over. 
rhrow is eaſe. 

Againe,they purſue this obieQion farther, ſaying , If 
it should be graunted, that with much ſtudy the learned 
might attaine the knowledge of the true vvay from the 
falſe by reading the Scriptures, yet how $hall the ſimple 
reſolue themſclues by that rule, vvhen the principall 
queſtions ariſe from the variable expoſition ofScripture 

I told you before, that I gaue not this note as an ab. 
ſolute infallible marke.to know the 2rue Way by,(though 
being rightly taken, it is truly ſuch a note as is formeily 
required, Zſſentiall, Proper, Permanent, and the principal 
things whereby vvee are diſtinguished avd diſcerned 
from Iewes, Turkes, and Pagans) but | brought it to 
diſcover the falſe way , as by a light in a darke place. And 
though-the Idcot {as S. Paule cals him) be not able to 
judge the Scripture, yer he hath an abridgement of 
the Scripture, that is , certaine short rules drawne out 
by the Apoſtles or Apoſtolique Men to guide his faith 
by, and to try the ſpirits and the dodtrine propounded; 
this abridgement -is called the Apoſtles Creede. Now 
none can bee fo ſimple, at leaſt in theſe dayes, (except 
they bee beg'd, or go a begging) but they can vvith 1a- 
bor and fiudy (if they thinke the ſoluation of their 
ſoulcs vvorth the vvhile) finde, yvhether the dodrine 
ravght,crofſerh andcontradifeth either the Lords Prayer, 
the Conmmand-ments, or the Articles of our Creede ; all which 
they hane commonly by heart. Yea God is often. o fa- 
norable10 theſe poore foules, vvho ſecke him in true 
humiliry with a ſight and acknowledgement of their 
ewne weaknefle , and vvith a hunger and thiiſt __ 

T1gHNtCc 
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righteouſnes, that he reucales to babes and ſucklings, 
vyhat he conceales from great Doors and Rabbies : 1n- AY 
ſomuch as though Balaam himſiclte (blinded by coue- i; 


touſneſle, and the deſire of gaine and glory) cannot ſec "I | 

vvhen his vvay is contrary to Gods yvay, and when the '* 14 

Angel is ready to ſmitc him, yet Balaamss Aſſe can ſee this. Numb » |. 
And they are worfe and more ſtupide then Baleams 3% 1-1 


Aſſ, that will not both ſee and confefle theſe flat con- iN 
ecradiQions , oppoſing direQly the written and reucaled 
vvill of God. For ir is caficr to' ſee flat contraditions i | 
and oppoſitions , then rhiogs only diucrſe or diſſenta. 
neous; as weake eyes can diſcerne what ſtands in the 
light, at leaſt what ſtops the light. To this end, whereas 
God to his owne glory hath ſuffered Antichriff mighti- . 
ly to preuaile, and roſeduce many by glorious s$hewes 
of vvity and Anziquizy, and generall apparences and flou- | 
rishes of truth , it hatthypleaſed hisgoodnes in that Sea [1 
& Kingdome of Antichrift toleaue fuch open & notori- | 
ous markes of falſchood, as they whichrun by may reade Abac. 2; 
the Emnity betwixtthe ſerpent andthe ſecede of the wo- 
man ſtil] continuing & oppoſing the truth of the Scrip- 
ture , by doarines direaly contrary. both:to the out- 
ward Letter of the Text , and inward meaning of rhe 
Holy Ghoſt. 

And that I may inſtance briefely what 1 have ſo-pe- 
remptorily affirmed, If chey heare Chriſt ſay, When yee Mar, 6 
Pray, pray thus , Our Father, &rc. And then heare another «þ 
lay; Nay rather when yee pray , pray thus, O Saint Mary 'k 

" Queene of heauen, O Saint Michael, Saint Peter Saint Paule, 1448 
cc. they vvill know this is not as itsRhould be, and that 
there is at contradittion betwixt- theſe rwo ſpeeches, 

Thou thalt worship thy Lord t59-God , andhim only halt thou Mat 46 

| F p fſerne, 


Ex60d. 20» 
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ſerue, Which is the vvordof Chriſt, and this, Thou shalt not 
Worhip God only, but the Saints and Angels alſo, which is the 
xoyce of Antichri#t. 

if thou hcareſt God ſay, Thou shalt make thee no grauen 
ſmage, &c. and heareſt others ſay, Thow shalt make Images 
and Yor5hip them. The Images .of God and Chriſt thou 
Shalt adore with dinine Worship, the Image of the Virgin 
Mary and other Saints vvith the Worskip that is due to the 
perſon it ſelfe; and to this end $halt ſee them cuntaile this 
commandement out of their Catechiſmes , that by this 
meanes, & at this gap they may bring their Whore with 
all hcr abhominations in triumph into. the Church , as 
ſometimes the Grecians did their horſe into Troy,though 
thou canſt not perhaps wcll vnderſtand their diltincti- 
ons, yet thou.capſt diſtinguish this faſehood from truth, 
and ſee how this their doQtine and praftiſe contradic- 
tcth the word of God: and therefore howſocuer it may 
ſeeme faire , & to be the right Way to life,yct it is foule play, 
and the end thereof mu#t needs bee the Tiſſues of death. 

Againe , whea thou repcateſt in thy Creede this Ar- 
tice, [beleeue in Iefus Chriſt, 3c: He aſcended into beauen,and 
there fateth at the right band of God the Father almighty,and 
from thence shall come to zndge the quicke and dead, ec. Ande 
heareſt a preſumtuous Prieſt with blaſphemous mouth 
lay, Thus Yeafer or peece of bread IWill preſently make the bo- 


Ay of Teſws Chriſt, the Sonne of God, and Sawiour of the World, 


vy croſcing it , and v/mg three or foure Word: ouer it. Thou 
muſl needs ſee that this binds thee to belecue two con 
trary things at once: for {ting at Gods right land, being ® 
{poken to our capacity after the manner of men , bcto- 
Kens a remaining and locall refidivg in hcauen, rouch- 
Wg tus bodily prclence; and camm. from thence to iudge- 

ment 
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#2 aſſures thee, he will not come before he come to 
judge the quicke and the dead. And thou maiſt aſwell 
call his birth, his life, his death , and all the reſt of his 
ations & paſſions in queſtion, as this. Therefore learne 
to ynderſtand the Dod@trines that croſſe and contradit 
one another , and whilft thou belee neſt Chriſt aying, 
This ts my Yar beleeue, fo as thou maiſt not croſſe the 
Articles of thy Faith; but know, it is his body afier no 
carnal and fleshly rnaner, (for the flech profits nothing. loh:5.) 
but after a ſpirituall and diuine manner. Not tood for 
thy tomacke,thy recth, thy belly;but food for thy ſoule, 
thy vaderſtanding, thy faith. And ſo hee cals the bread 
his body heere; as himſelfe a dore, and a wine, and a rocke; 
and Petey atone in other places of Scripture, And theie- 
fore conſider,after Chriſt aſcended , he neuer appeared 
to his Apoſtles in body againe, as he yſcd to do often 


before: But in heauen he appeared perſonally to Stephen At.7. 55. 


to confirnie his faith. And when before his aſcention 


he appeared to the twelue with whome Thomas Didinus [0bne 20. 


was; he did not vrge Thomas to belecue any thing con. 
trary to his ſenſe of ſecing, hearing, and feeling, bur ra- 
ther willed him to confirme his faith by ſecing and fee- 
lifg, what before he doubted. And then hee addes, Hap. 
#1 are thoſe Which ſee not , and yet beleeue; he doth not fay, 
Happy are they Who beleeue contrary things to that they ſee, (as 
they muſt do who belecue the bread to be changed into 
his naturall body , which they ſee and feele to be true 
_ ſtill) but Happy are th2ſe Who beleewe When they ſee no- 
thing to the contrary, hauinz the Word of God (which cannot 
contradidt it ſelfe) for their Warrant. As wee do belceue 
hisReſurre&tion and Aſcenſion which wee ſaw not, and 
his commiag to ludgement in glory, which we hopeto 
ſee, G Thus 


. 
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1, Cor, 11, Thus when thou shalt hexre Chriſt command thee 
to take Bread 1nd Wine in the Sacrameat; and a Prieſt 
countermand tais, and will thee to take bread only. Saint 

-_— i4- Paule commanding thee from God to pra With wnder- 

r 


franding ; and a Roneane Prieſt willing thee to pray in a 
frange tongue. God himſeclfe ble fiing Matrimony ,- and per. 
mitting all men to marry ; and the Apoſtle Paule laying, 
| Mariaze ts honorable With a! men,and in ſpeciall tearmes, 4 
h—_ Bishop or D!4con ought to be the hnsband of one wife,cyc. and 
heareſt a Romare Prieſt (ay the contraric ; nay, inioyne 
thee to do the contrary, and to binde thee by an othe 
to do it : Then thou that haſt cares to heare, heare what S. 
= toh. 10. 7þn faith to thee , If any come vnto you and brings not thi 
defFrine,(that is, brings any contrary dodrine to Chrilts) 
receiue hin not to houſe , neither bid him good "um And 
heare what God gaue his people in charge of old in the 
Deut, y3,r, like calc, If there ariſe among you 4 Prophet, or a dreamer of 
$+ 3 dreames, and gineth thee a /que or 4 wonder : And the ſigne or 
the wonder come 10 paſſe , whereof he ſpake wnto thee , ſayin, 
Let ws goe after other Gods (which thou hath not knowne) and 
let vs 5 them : Thou shalt not hearken wnto the wordes of 
that Prophet, or that dreamer of dreames : for the Lord your 
God proucth you, to know whether you loue the Lord your Cod 
with all your heart, and with all your ſoule. 

So thouart not to belecuc him though he confirmes 
his Doarine by miracles; nay, ſuſpe& him the more and 
the rather for that : for miracles are the principall shelters 
and pretences of Aztichri/t, as thou maiſt ſec. Math. 2g. 
24. #.Thef. g. gy. So then belceue nothing which con- 
tradicts the Scripture ; for the Scripture cannot be con- 
trary tO itſelfe; becauſe it proceeds from the Spirit of 
God, whichis the Spicitof ynity, of louc , and of ti _ 
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LAND TRE RING. _—_ 2) 
And to shut vp all this with a familiar example which *' We. 
the weakeſt apprehenſion may conceaue, the ſleighteſt | 
memory retaine : Not long ſince there yyas a tryall be- 
fore the Iudges of Aſſize at Therford betwixt two townes Ox,0. "w 
for a Common, in which both claymed intereſt : The rough. pf 
one towne chalenged by preſcription,and pretended w/e, - -——gg |! 
and proued the vie by them & their forefathers time out # 
of minde. The other parties produced an awncient Compo- ”F 
tion in writing vnder the hand and ſeale of the Lords and Te- 
nants on both ſides. The Iudge then determined , that a- Ts 
gainit a writing there could be wo rien hongh, with. q 
out 4 writing , preſcription would be currant.” Becaule the Is 
writing controuled their preſent cuſtome, and shewed, 
Ab initio non fuit ſic; there was a time when their old vſc 
was not, & therefore their claime was falſe. In prouing 
their vſe againſt this compoſition , they proucd them- 
ſelues intruders, incrochers, treſpaſſers, euill neighbors: 
It was'ſo farre from doing them good, as it might haue 
done them hurt, laying them open to cuery mans aCti- 
on, whom they had offended. So heere, wheere the 
word is filent, there heare Antiquity, heate the Church, ho- 
nor tradition, 'preferre Z eh tion , cuſtome, vſe. It thou 
docſt not, then thou wel thy ſelfe a ſelfe-wild Shi/- 
maticke, or an obſtinate Herericke, But where the icy jor 4 
ſptakesz, where thou haſt that writing vader hand and FF 
ſeate; that old compoſition berwixt God and Man, appointing | 
Man his limits; there let not man preſume to inter- 
commune with God, but tet the tongues of men and 
*Angels be ſilent. And whatfocuer dodrine crofleth 
that, crofle thou it out of thy Creed, or'God will croſle 
thee ont of the. booke of life. Heate Saint Pawe adui- 
ſing the Colloſcians, Let nu'man beare rule oner you — 
© + od G 2 $ 


guun— 


4 
1 


11 


ſ 
: 
4 


— 


nm ee ne 


OT en es 


THE HIGHWAYES OF COD 


53 


Col. . 18: shew of a voluntary bumility and worsbipping of Angels, intyu- 


Mat. 7-15 


Mat. 23 


Cab. 18. 


Cal;4, 9+ 


ding into thoſe things which he hath not ſeene, vainely puſt wy 
by bu flechly minde. So whatſocuer humble shew. or pre- 
tence he hath, he is puft vp, who preſumes to croſle the 
dodriae of the Scripture : And though he comes in 
sheepes clothing , with shew of mortification and con- 
temptof the world, yet imwardly, he is a ranening wolfe, and 
deſires to ſwalow widqwes houſes vnder the colour of long 
prayers, auricular confeſſion,and almes; And, though he 
ſeemes a Worme and no man, and creeping humbly ypon 
his belly, lickes the duſt of the carth;yet beware, he may 
be a ſubtile ſerpept, and no filly worme; for vnder the 
like faire shew Sathan decciued our Anceſtors in Para- 
dife. | 
Therefore attend Saint Pawſes admonition carefully, 
where he faith , But though Wee ,, or an anger for heauen 
preach any other Goſpel:to you, then ghat Which Wee baye prea- 
ched wnto you , let him be accurſed. And as if this were not 
ſufficient, obſerue how he riuets this commandement 
or admonition againe, and againe, ſaying; £5 We ſayd 
before, ſo ſay I now againe, If any man preach any other Goſpct 
wnto. you , then that yee haue received, tet him be accurſed. 
What you haue,reccined you, know in the Lords Prayers 
the Tenne Commandements, and the Creede , for theſe are 
Epitomees and abridgements of all. If therefore Saint 
Paxg,oran Anzell,, an Angell that you were ſure came 
immecdiatly from heauen;or Saint Pezey,or his ſucceſſor; 
any Man that you were aſſured without. controvetſic 
were his ſucceflor; or any other Man or woman hows 
holy,chaſte,leazncd,or religious ſoeuer chey bee,should 
crolle this daQtrine, belecue them not;nay,ler thembe ac- 
exrſed, ith Saint Pawe, Much lefſe then belecue the 
| | ; ; dotage 
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dotage of men, their gullerics, impoſtures,fiſtions,me- 
lancholy imaginations, dteames, vitioas, and reuelati- 
ons; with which, being dectined chemſelurs, they ſeeke and 
indeauor to deceive others. 

You haue now lecne the Way, 1. What it &. 2. How it , 
may ſceme good and not bee fo. 3. How impoteny, preinds- 
cial, and partial a ludge man is,in his owne caſe. 4- You 
haue ſcene the endof this faire Way 10 bee falſe. 5. The 
#/ſue of rhat pretence to be death, whilſt life. was promiſed. 
6. Laſtly, you haue ſcene the Indgement of Gods fpirir, 
shewing you the 7rue mores to know the falſe Way by. Sub. 
mit your ſclues now, and your ſenſes, and judgements 
to the diretion, of Gods holy Spirit ,,and thinke not 
your ſclues or your Predecefiors wiſer then Saint Paule, 
then Salomon,then God himſelfe: bur haning found the 
right Way , the way to life; walke in it conſtantly, and. 
tarhe nor backe-to fables,and rraditions,and falſeheods, ins 
which you hage 100 Tong/-wandred aſtray ; for how- 
ſoeuer that Way may ſeem right ;and many of our forefatbers 
hane ipnorantly vualked init, yet the: ifues thereof are the 
wuayet of drdth From which the Lord of his. merey (de+ 
liver ys, and Yite& vs'to be zeabous according ts know-+ 
edge;\and from faidh ro-clime vp-to practife,'rekopming 
thoſe corruptions in'ovr lives and'manners; which:now 
by the courſe propounded:in the beginaing, wee come 


to-ſcarchand lay open,in that whichtollowes:[';, 1 7 of 
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the Tudges, and Seonened vpon 
Sunday, the Aſliles to 


@vfor Religion; now we arc to ſpeake of the 
AENEDY) practicall part as:the Wy may be; taken for: 
afhat; the cuſtome and trade of our liues and icon- 
verſations, or tather for our paſſage, or vvalking in that 
Religion which wee belecuc & proteſle to be the truth. 
| And _ _ ſaid by I lereny. (o.may I ſay 
| to-yaulall. \Zebold 1 have ſet before you the Way of life , and 
_— the wy of death ws you, that Way As / Jes 
right :in the partial eyes of man, Who thinkes all his oVvne 
Pro. 16,2. waayes clegue ; And Lhaue showne you that way that is 
A} _ right and ſeemes ſo; exen the way of life wuhich tear 
eth to heawen, 

2 Anf now I proceed to1exhort you to walke in this 
wvay : for it is better not to know then not to prattiſes 
what wee know. An honeſt Turke which knowes not 
the will of his Maſter,is to be preferd before a prophane 
Chriſtian , who knowes his Maſters will and doth ir 

not, 
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not, and thareforeshalbe beaten with wany ripes. 

A wvay then in this ſence of Salomon. is the cuſtomary 
courſe of life which a man chiefely vſeth, whether it bee 
in vertue or in vice. The whole race of mankinde na- 
furally walke in the roade and way of lin and death: But 
ſome are regenerate andcalled out of this way by faith 
and repentance : others will not obay Gods word , but 
rather chooſe to liue in the pleaſures of [in for a ſeaſon. 
And they are fayd to be in their vvay, becauſe ſin reig- 
neth in them , tramples vpon them, & by cuſtome takes 
away the ſence of conſcience ; obdurating their hearts, 
as a way is hardned by the feete of many paſſengers, ſo 
as a plow cannot pierce the ſame. Thus mes haue their 
darling and beloued ſins which is their vvay, out of 
which you can by no mcanes put them; as a Hare ſtar- 
red betore Greyhounds , will hauc her accuſtomed way 
and muſe, or die for it; ſo theſe. 

And thusa man is not ſaydto be in his vvay wherv 
hee ſinneth of frailty, he then hath flipt out of his way, 
and leaues not till he returne into his wvay by repen-- 
tance : but yyhen he ſins by cuſtome then he is in his 
vvay. And anotorious (inner is not ſayd to be in his 

*vvay if now and then hee comes to Church; prayes, re- 
ceiues the Sacraments, avd forebeares groſle linnes, or 


does ſome ſingular and ſolitary good: for he is not well, 


till he be out of this vvay againe, and like 4 dog returnes 
ro his vomite. Therefore aman is indged wile ortoolish, 
. Zood or bad, and tobe in; or out of his vvay, by his or- 
dinary ations, not by a fpeciall ſingle fat. For news 
omnibus hors ſapit ; Semel inſanivimus omnes , and in many 
things wee offend all. Itis therefore the generall courſe, 
proceeding, and perſeucrance in vertuc or vice that 
| 6 "G 4 | brings 
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brings life or death toour Wayes:for the crowne of gloty 

is at the end of this race of vertue, & here death is at the 

end of this race of yice:the end there of is the iſſues of death. 

; 2,Kingiſ. David committed Adultery and Murther , gricuous 
Nips out of Gods way; but being in thoſe ſins he vvas 
beſides himſelfe, ont of his wit, out of his way, and neuer 
was at re(t till by repentance he returned and witneſſed 
his ſorrow by that penitential 7/a/me,in which he expreſ- 
ſeth cordiall repentance, and ſeemes to do corporall pe- 
nance in the Church to this day. His delight Was in the 

| Lawof the Lord, he vyas a man according to Gods owne heart, 
A man, and therefore might erre, might ſlip out of the 
vvay; but a man aſter Gods owpe bears, therefore he would 

Ger, 5+ 24, Walke With God as Enoch did, and was neucr well at his 

heart till, he vyas reconciled to God by humble and 
- hearty repentance, 
_— 813 lIeroboam was in his way all his life, and ſolde himſelfe to 
| commit ſi : ſo that it is ſayd of diucrſe other Kings that 
ſucceeded Ieroboam both in his ſeate and ſinnes,That they 
did enillin the ſight of the Lord, and vualked in the wuay of 
4 O_ and in his ſinne yuherevvithall he made Iſrael to 
g'\1! mne. ® 
| 1, King-21 CA4habyvas not in his vvay vvhen vpon the Pro-* 
p25 phees admonition he pat on ſackcloth and humbled 

TJ himſelfe before God : but he was in his way when he 

at followed the counſell of 7ezabel, flue the Prophets of 

-\ God, and murthered Naborh for his vineyard. 

bf 2.Xingo Teh, though he flue all Ahabs children according to , 

p 15.16 theword ofthe Lord, thowgh he would needs haue /e- 

lf 


Pal. 5l, 


 honadab ſee his zeale which he pretended was tor God, 
L, in killing all the Prieſts of Baa4, and in taking the I- 
1 mages out of the houſe of Baa/,though he did my 0. 

| ther 


P . 


x W3 


WAND THE XING. 1” 


ther things tending to reformation of Religion and 
the State, Yet all this while he was not in his element,in 
his way : for preſently he was not well till he was com. 
witting the (ins of /eroboam, worshipping the golden 
calues in Bethel and Day. Therefore though the ſpirit of 
God praiſe hima for what he did well, yet it addes in the 
end , But Ichu tooke no heed to Walke in the IL ave of the Lord »- Kivg.1s 
God of 1ſraell wvith all his heart : for he departed not fram the 3" 
fins of leroboam wuhich made Iſrael t o ſin. 
And thus much to shew what this way of practiſe is,and 
when yve may be ſayd to bee in our vvay, or out of it. 
Now if thoſe men may be decciued in their wayes, 
who thinke they walke vprightly and like honeſt men, 
yvhat $hall become of ſuch as haue no vvayes, no voca- 
tions to yvalke in, or of ſuch as know the wway they 
vvalke in,is the vway - death, and yet continue to fin a- 
gainlt their owne conſciences, and the very light of Na- 
ture? If the honeſt Heathen or Turke, for whoſe truth 
the Chriſtian dares depoſe, hauing had tryall thereof in 
many bargaines ; if the deuoute lew , for whom Saint 
- Paule giues teſtimony : [beare them record they hane the rom. g, 
ztale of God though not according to knoWleage. It the ſuper- 
ſtitious Anchorite, vyho 5 himſctte from all plca- 
*ſure, and makes this vyorld a hell, that he might auoyd 
Purgatory ; it all theſe (1 ſay) be condemacd,, when 
their waycs ſeeme good to themſelues, hauing probable 
reaſons to perſwade them that they are ſo; what Shall 
become of the irrcligious Atheiſt, vyho lixe a foole 
| fayth in his heart there i no God, and yet by narurall teare 
is often taught to giue his heart the lic for ſo ſaying,and 
knowes his way is the way of death, yct vvalkes in it ? 


what Shall become of the prophane Naturaliſt and 
. H | . Neu- 
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Neuteraliſt, vvho is of all religions, or no religion; who 
gocs to an Alchouſe vvith better deuotion then to a 
Church; and to a Play with greater delight and loue, 
then to a Sermon? What s hall become of the Mur:herer, 
Thiefe, Adulterer, Dcunkard , Sodo nite, and of the 
reſt of thoſe impudent ſinners vvho offend againſt na- 
ture, and yet ourface the light of the Goſpel , life of 
the Law, and laugh Religion and Gouernement to 
ſcorne # Theſe men ice their vwayes are naught, yet they 
ſit ia the ſeate of ſcorners, and wualke in the vvay of the vn- 
godly, vvithour feare either of God or man. And their 
eltate may be.reſembled to ſouldiars in a battell, who 
ſecing their fellowes die before , behinde, on the right 
and left hand, and know their turne to be next, are yet 
ſo tranſparted vvith the preſent hurry and fury of the 
fight , and their ſences ſodam'd yp with the noyle of 
drums and trumpets, the neighiogof horſes , the clash- 
ing of vyeapons,the thunder and lightning of the inter- 
changed artillery,as they cannot heare the heauy shrikes 
and grones of their dying companions, but deſperately 
goe on, and ſceme ſenſcleſle of danger, till indeed their 
bodies be made ſenfſclefle,and their ſoules more ſen (ible 
by death. So fares it yvith theſe, vyhilſt they are ſin-, 
ning, and their ſoules ready tobee flaine by finne,they 
heare ſuch a thunder of othes, lyes, and laſciuious ieſts 
and ſongs, ſuch drumming and toſling of pots and 
cannes,fuch muſique yvhich the Diuecll makes them,or 
they rather make the Diuell, as they can ncither looke 
vp toattend the admonitions of God or man, of their « 
friends or foes, nor lee the deſperate condition, miſery, 
and ends of their dying companions , ſome ſlaine fo- 
dainely , others living miſerably beggatly, baſcly, _ 
; - 
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of rottenneſſe and fores,deformed, filthy, lothſlome to 
the eye, to the eare, to the noſe; andthe reſt of theſe, 
and the beſt of theſe , going ( as they ſay) to hea- 
uen in a halter, if euer they come there. 1f the righ- 
geons ſcarce be ſaued, Where 5hall the ungodly , and ſmners ap- 
prare? O Lord open their harts, that as they (ee their 
Wayes arc evill, ſo they may leaue their cuill cuſtoms, 
and turne to thee with ſorrow and repentance, thar if 
: be poſlible,they may be ſaucd fram the pit of deltru- 
ion. 

But leaue wee theſe yagrants, vvho either vvalke in 
no vway, orlike rogues, and vagabonds trauaile yvith- 
out paſport, & come to ſpeake ot ſuch as ſceme to haue 
warrant for their vvayes, though vpon tryall wee $hall 
finde them forged and countertcite. 

Wayes are cither 7. Vicinales. 2, Or Private. ;3- Or 
Pablice. 

1. Yicinales vie. Or vvayes of vicinity or neighbor- 
hood, are betwixt ſtreete and fireete, neighbor and 
neighbor, houſe and houſe, in Cities or townes. And 
thele may be comparcd firſt vvith thoſe opinions in our 
Religion, or conditions and manners in our liues, 
vyhich vvece take yp by imitation of our Parents, Tu- 
tors, Predeceſſors or the like, T hus by imitation and ex- 
ample of others yyhome vvee revercnce for knowledge 
or deuotion, by the cuſtome and conſent of times and 
places, wee are led as it were blindfold, to take vp vpon 
truſt all matrers of faith without examination of their 

rinciples or grounds; yyhen if vvee vvere not kept 
| no from ſearch by ignorant ſuperſtition , vve should 
finde, that, As man naturally begets man to fin according #0 


bis depraued Image, aud man # apter to follow man in euill 
H 2 then 


FL THE HIGHW AYES OF COD 


then in g00d; ſo both 54 Faith and manners wee are often miſe le 
and corrupted by our natural —_ and ſuperiitious predes 
ceffors: by which reaſon, as the tares onergrow the wheat, 
fo the foolish ouergrow the wile, the fuperſtirious oner- 
grow the truly religious; and the godl.fle,the In: 
{o fultorum infinitns numerus , the vyhole Earth is reple+ 
nished vviith ſuch people. 

For ioftance, wee fend ourchildren beyond rhe Scas 
into Fraunce, Italy, Spaine,Germany ; they rcturne not En- 
glishmen from thence, but Frenchmen , ltalians , Spas 
niards, Germans; They do not only bring home the 
Language, which yvas the pretence of their trauell , but 
their religions , manners, cuſtomes, diets, geſtures, 
cringes , vices, diſeaſes : ſo that nothing heere now 
ſcemes good to them, but all that they bring home 
that ſcemes right in- their cyes, they hate to be refor- 
med , prejudice hath ſo taken vp their affetions and 
iudgements aforchand. | 

Thus young men taſte according to the company 
which firſt enters and ſeaſons them. By which meancs 
ſome ſmell of Rome,ſome of Conſtantinople, and the grea- 
tet number become like ſalt vwithout ſauonr. + 

2. Secondly, ſome vices by their propinquity 3nd 
neighborhood to vertues;do ſo reſemble them, that the? 
can hardly be diſtinguisht from them:and ſo deceiue ma- 
nya ſoule, who takes aſpetious vice for a wholeſome 
veriue, and reſteth ſatisfied with the shadow in ſtcad 
of the ſubſtance, as children are pleaſed aſwell with 
counters and counterfeit coyne, as yvith pure gold and, 
currant mony; 

So prodigality is often taken for liberality , or for chari+ 
ty. Spiritual pride is taken for Humility : Single inconti+ 

4 . nencie 


_ _WHND TPP. KING. FA 


mencie or impotencie, is taken for cl. a//iiie ; Temeritie is ta- 
ken for Fortiud* : Securitit is1aken for peace of conſcience : 
Preſumption is taken for faith : vaineglory tor Picty and de- 
0109 : chelericke fely, for zeale : And deadres of heart, and 
dulneſſe of afettion, tor Contentment. | 
3+ Thirdly, ſome natural vertues, for neighborhoods 
ſake, and for ſome reſemblance betwixt them, are often- 
miſtaken, for Theological vertues ; And this point would 
bee vyell obſerued; for it deceiues mary both in judg- 
ing of others , and in- judging them(ſclues too, vvhilit 
either they conſider not the difference, or marke not 
the proper concurrants to both , or diltinguish- not be- 
twixt Nature and Grace. 

Thus morall or cinil{ honeffie wyhich a Turke may 
haue,lookes like rrue ſanditie, vyhich the true Chriſtian 
onely hath, So hi//orzeall Faith, vvhich vvicked men may 
haue, and the diuels haue, lookes at firſt blush, ro ſome 
that haue eyes 10 ſee no farther, like iu//5fying Faith, 
Pyhich the Ele& onely haue: So naturg/ love, vvhich 
Ethnickes hauc, is miſtaken for Chrifies Charitze:tor thar 
a vyorke be good, that is, acteptedof God, it-muſt proceeds 
out of Faith, and be' done in obedience #8 bis commande- 
ment, and1o the end to glorifie him. Now this cannot be 
vvithout knowtdze, that is the ground of all : for how 
«hall they beleewe on bim, of whom they baue not heard? Rom, 
10. 14. Boya opera dicuntur opera Ethnicorum , aut ſecunduuy 

parentiam 1antihm, aut quod ſubſtantia opers in ſe bona ſit,li- 
cet ſubiefto, obiedto, fine, alyſque circumſtantys ſit malum. I he 
vvorkes of Ethnickes are called good , either by reaſon 
*of their appareace onely,, or that'the ſubſtance of the 
worke is in it ſelfe good; although in reſpe of the ſub- 
iet, obie; end, and-other-circumſtances it bee cull. 


And againc , Opers Ewhnicorum non idcirco mala aicuntur, 
H 3 . 1 wod 
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quod frant ſanpliciter, ſed quod non fant ben?. The vyorkes 
of Erhnickes are not therefore ſaid to bee euill, as they 
are ſimply done, but for that they are not done well as 
they ought to be, 

For that a #atura/ vertue be chriſtened, (as I may ſay) 
vvithout vyhich it cannot be acceptable to God, there 


- muſt concurre theſe circumſtances; 


1. Firſt, that it be done in a right vvay, a right faith, 
a right religion , which is onely in the faith of Chriſt : 
other foundation canno man lay, 1. Cor. 3.11. 

2. Secondly, that it be warranted by a ſpecial! faith; 
that is, firſt, a certaine knowledge out of Gods word, 
thatit isa worke pleaſing to him, and not contradiftoric 
to his will : ſecondly, vvith a full perſwaſion that his 
perſon, yvho performes it, is reconciled to God, in and 
through Chriſt leſus; and ſo his worke,yetatil his works 
accepted, as the perſon and flacrifice of Abel was accep- 
ted of God, Gen. 4. 

3+ Thirdly, that it be done taa good end, that is, to 
glorific God, #0 teſiffe our loue and thank fulxeſſe ro him, tor 
his infinite loue to vs; and tO make our owne elettion ſure. 
And all workes done otherwiſe, how great ſocuer they 
be, how glorious a shew ſocuer they make, citherin our 
owne eyes, Or in the eycs ofthe world, are thoſe appas 
rances vvhich often begutffe good men, {1 meane, men 
of good natures, of good naturall diſpoſitions and affe- 


| ions) aud yyhich S. Auguine cals plendida peccata, gli- 
| tering ſinnes; promiſing lite , þat leading to death : 


Their Wayes ſeeme right in their owne eyes, but the yſſues ther- 
of are the Wayes of death. . 
Vie private. 

In the ſecond place we haue private vwayes,yvhich are 
vvaycs 
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yvayes of caſe for a mans perſon, or the prinate vſe of 
his family, as gardea alleys, vvalkes, back-wayes and by- 
wayes. And thelc haue their reſemblances in our genes 
ral clings as Chriſtians, and in our particular callings, as 
we are Miniſters, Magiſtrates, Lawyers, Merchants, or 
the like. 

1. ln our generall callings, wee haue private Wayes, 
vvhereby vvith Nowatre, vve thinke to goe to heauen 
alone by our ſelues : As for inſtance, amongſt our Ro- 
mish Aduerſarics the infinite Orders and vyayes of perte- 
Qion, ( as they call them) doe plainely manifeſt ; and 
vvith vs, that auerſenefle and fingularitic of humour 
vyvhich preuailes ſo farre with ſome, as it cauſeth vyhat- 
ſoeuer 1s commaunded by the lawfull Magiſtrate in 
Church afaires, robe by them and their followers vt- 
terly miſliked; if for no other reaſon, yet for this, that it 
is commanded, and in obaying they Should commit, as 
they ſay , three grieuous faults. 3. Sinne againſt 
their conſciences. 2. Giue offence and ſcandall to their 
weake brethren. 3. Infringe their Chriſtian liberty. 

2. In our particular calling, wee hane our priuate 
walkes alſo, euery one negleting the maine ead at 
which they should driuc, and ayming obliquely, cither 
at priaate gaine, at vaineglory, or the fatisfattion of 
ſome baſe humor and paſſion. And to begin with the 

Diuine, becauſe he should leade others right : The end 
of his vocation 1is,- by preaching to acquynt men with 
, the will of God, by praying to turne the wrath of God 
from the people, and to obtaine a bleſſing vpon his la» 
bors, and by praiſe to confirme ſuch io the true faith 
by vyorkes,as he hath wonne by words to belecne and 
imbrace it : But doth he tend this errand ? alas nothing 

H 4 leſle; 
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Jeſſe, for afſoone as he is fligge , and comes fresh out of 
the Yniverſitie, it he bee croſt in his firſt preferment, 
then he growes refractary to the State and preſent go. 
vernment of the Church eſtablished; neither makes he 
conſcience to miſ.leade others , ſo he may he head of a 
f:tion, and be thought ſomebody. Bur if in his firſt 
yeeres he mectes no checke, but gets preferment , his 
fludy then is to grow with the time; and thea he cannot 
diſtingush the warts,moles,ſcarres, and corruptions of 
the Church; trom perfeQions and graces : his ſtudy is 
not to diſcharge one Cure well , but to procure and 
charge himſclte with many ; to heape ſteeple vpon 
Neeple, as if he ment toclimbe yp to heauen that way. 
And after all to retire himſelfe to a Prebendary out of 
the vvay, where like a bird in a cage he may be fed far, 
and prouide to purſchace ſome new and higher prefer- 
meat, butncuer {ing more. 

This his way ſcemes good to himſelfe (for I will not 
yncharitably iudge him to ſin 8gainit his conſcience) 
and yet he finds zhe iſſue thereof to be the wuayes of death, 
But we muſtlct him alone, he is in his Way, it is io vaine 
to monec him tolcaue it, for he laughes both at the mo- 
tion and the man that makes it: he abounds in 'y 
owne ſenſe , and will not be taught, but by ſence, by 
fecling punishment when it is too late toshun it. 

The Lawyer is preſented next, the end of whole vo- 
cation is to do iuſtice,and determine controucrſies tru- 
ly for the procuring and preſeruirg of peace: But doth 
he hold himſclfe itritly in his courſe to accompligt 
this end of his calling and profeſſion? Alas no. But he 
demeanes himſclte tor the moſt part, as a man placed a- 
boue the Lawe; And what he doth is cither __ the 
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Lawe , or without a Lawe , as it were by his princely 


prerogatiue, non eff iuffo lex poſits, & ce. There « no Lawe for 1-Tit«1.9, 


« Lawyer. Thus he may take what cauſe he liſt in hand, 
though he know it be vniuſt : for his office (he faith) 
is not to Iludge, but to pleade; and he (peakes therefore - 
with more affegion and earneſtres againſt the truth, 
then for it ; Becauſe a good cauſe will ſpeake for it 
ſelfe, but he deſerues praiſe that maintaices an ill cauſe 
well; and for this he shall be famous, and get Clyants, 
gnd ſo get wealth which is that he aymes at. 

Apaine; he may take what fees he will, though the 
Law limits his takings , andcals the cxceſſe, extortion. 
He is the expounder of the Lawe, he is Lex {oquens, the 
tongue of the Law, and faith, That the intention of the 
Lawe was to limit men that they should take no Icfle, 
and it limits ſuch as can get no more. 

Againe, other Trades muſt do their worke , if they 
wil hauc wages; and muſt acknowledge the benefit they 
receiue, andthe BenefaQtor : but heere the Maſter is 
the ſeruant ; and whereas in all other vocations there 
lies an Aion in the Caſe againſt ſuch, as having taken a 
valuable conſideration for their paines, will not per. 
forme their worke ; He, nothwithſtanding his fee, may 
ſpeake or hold his peace as he plcaſeth : tor though he 
hath two handes to take fees on both ſides, yet he can- 
not be at two Bartes at once,and Demoſthenes,we know, 
had as much for holding his peace, as AEſchiaes for plca- 
ding. The Dodrine of Reſtitution he l:;kes not , it is a 
© popish point; ia all other things he can be content to 
be Catholique, to be vniucrſall, to be for eucry man; 
To be fora man in one caſe, againſt him in another, 


though the caſcs reſemble : nay, perhaps to be both Bo 
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the plaintife and defendant in one caſe; and though he 
cannot pleade for both, becauſe he hath but one 
tongue, yet he may giue counſell to both, for that one 
tongue is double; and rakes fees of both, for that's the 
end of all. His Wayes ſeeme good and right ; for can 
he wa!ke wrong who hath rhe Law, the rule of Equity 
in his hand, and whoſe office it is to guide others right in 
the way? Yes doubtle(ſc, the ead shewes, that Ma? par- 
ta, mal? dilabuntur, the iſſues of all ere the Wayes of death and 
deſtruction. 

Next looke vpon the Marchant as it were the Gene- 
rall,and all Mechanicks as vader-Officers of commerce, 
the end of their Profeſſions is, or should be, by com- 
mutatiue luſtice to fupply the neceſſities of each other, 
and ſo of the State. But ſec how they propound priuate 
gainc to themſelnes,as the only maine end and {cope of 
all their labours. And vnder this.couer what one can 
cheare or coolen his neighbor of, cither by ſophiſtica- 
ted wares, or falle waights and meaſures, or by any 0- 
ther cloſe deuiſe or conveyance , he thinkes ittolerable, 
nay laudable, apart of his trade, a miſtery (as he cals it) 
of his profeſſion;without which he could not be agood 
husband, or thought fit to deale in the world, orſet ve 
for himſeclfe. 

Thus.perhaps he will be curious in the duties of the 
firſt Table,which touch not the corcuptions of his pro- 
feſlion; but for workes of mercy commanded in the ſe- 
cond Table, he knowes not what they meane, or pcr- 
haps they are ſuperſtitious and popish workes, though ® 
he heare God himſelfe (ay, 1 Will hae mercy , and not [4 
ertfice. He will not ſweare perhaps;for that is too open 
a (in for his purpoſe ; in this point. perhaps he will be an 

Ana- 
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Anabaptift : but if lyes will fell his cuill-conditioned 
commodities, he will let none lye by him, nor no man 
lye beyond him. He will not breake the Sabaoth, no 
not to cate, no not to feed others, not to doe good , he 
is a ſtrict Sabbararian, a lew in opinion; but that day 
or any other he will not ſticke to coolen his credulous 
brother, and aſwell may you truſt a lew as truſt him. 
Thus he growes rich, and treaſures vp wrath for him- 
felfe,and in his whole dealing the wes himſclte a wrong 
Marchant, but a right I«ds,who wil gaine by the fayued 
Shew of godlineſle, or by any other courie. is Way 
rows right to bimſelfe, though the end thereof be the T\ſues of 
ath. 


Vie Puplice, vel Pretorie. 

In the third place wee haue Publigne Wayes, common 
roads, the. Kings high-Wway , which reſembles publique 
indgement, publique authority , and the Common 
Lawes of the Land. For becaule all men thinke their 
owne wayes good, bee they waycs of priuacie, or wayes 
of neighborhood, therefore God hath appoiated Kings 
and Iudges to bee life-tenants and Deputies in his 
ſteade, to defend weake rruth from ſtrong falſehood and 
Oppreſlion, and to decide euery controverſic accordin 
© the right rule of reaſon and Equity contained ani 
expreſſed in the Lawes where they goueine. Other- 
wiſe vndoubtedl]y, if euery man might be his owne h 
Iudge, the Thicte, the Murtherer, all would be quit,and 
the ludge and lewry Should ſmart for it; the Plaintife | 
and Detcadanr, all yyould be ſauers, and the Lawyer 
Would pay for all,who now is like to getall. To auoyd 
therefore this confuſion , God hath ſer Czfſar to arbi- 
crate indifterently betwixt party and patty, and giuen 
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him a Lawe and dire& rule how to doe it, and that he 
might do this freely without partiality, without feare or 
any other thing that might miſ-leade his tudgemeart, 
God hath ſet him aboue all, exempted him from all o- 
ther ludges but himſelfe, and the Lawes which are his 
rule and iudge. Now to the end he might be fully and 
complcately turnished, God puts ar other ſpirit into 
him, as wee ſee in Moſes, and after in the 70. Aſliſtants, 
and in Saule, Daxid, Salomon and others who were cxtra. 
ordinarily induced from aboue with Graces fitting their 
imployments; and this Spirit vyhilſt it continues yvith 
them, doth neuer contraditt the publique yoice,that is, 
the Lawe of the State, but ioynes with it and ſpeakes 
the ſame language, from whence perhaps that common 
ſpeech aroſe, that the voice of the people us the woice of God, 
if it bee ioyned vvith the voice of the King; and this 
voice is to be heard and obayed for conſcience fake, 
being heere oppoſed to the Spirit of priuacie,which will 
rule,though vvithout reaſon; and the more weake it is, 
is for that the more vviltull, 

Now this Spirit of priuacie (whoſe vviſedome con- 
ſiſts in vvilfulnes) may. be in a publique Perſon, when 
for his owne or peoples finne he hath loſt the publike 
ſpitit vyyherewith God indues Princes, So the publique 


r, Sam. 26- ſpirit departed from Sawle, and a prinate mad ſpirit 


14+ 
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poſſeſſed him, vyhich made him hate David, for louing 
him, and being loued of God; to giue him his daughter 
vpon purpoſe to enſnare and betray him;to dealc falſely 
vvith him in all his faire pretences; and laſtly, to croſſe 
aud contradict his owne religious Law for the extirp# 
tion of yvitches, by conſulting vvith them. 
Salomon vyas in the like caſe, yyhilit by the yncleane 
| 4 ſiane 
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finne of Aduhetry he fell into the ſnare of [dolatry; he * * 
crolt his people, and forgat his owne vvritings, vyhere 
he faith, As a 70aring Lyon,and a ranging Beare, (oi 4 Wicked Dio. 18-19 
Raler ouer the poore people : Yet he thought himſelfe then 
alſo perhaps asvviſe as before, becautc he found him- 
ſclfe as vvitity, and forgot yvhat he had vvritteo, That 
into a malicious ſoule Wiſedome hall not enter : nor dwell in the ga, , 4. 
body that is ſubiefF vuto ſame. For the holy Spirit of diſcipline 6.7, 
Wl flue deceite , and remooue from thouzhts that are Without 
onder/ianding : and Will not abide When nrighteouſnes cons« 
meth in. For Wiſedome i a lowing Sprit, and Will not acquit 4 
blaſphemer of hus Words: for God us Witneſſe of his reines, and 4 
true bebolder of his heart, and a hearer of his tongue. Where» 
fore, for this, yyhen he recouered his former publique 
ſpirit, he cryed peccaui and miſerere vvith his father Da- 
vid, and vvrote that booke called Fcele/iaftes, ro bemone 
and manifeſt his owne fall, and forewarne other Prin? 
ces to beware of the ſpirit of priuacic, that they may 
hedge in their royall wayes vvith theſe conſcionable re- - 
ſtrictions,vvhereby they may be obayed for conſcience 
fake þy, their ſubieas. 
7. Firſt, Salomon, or Ceſar muſt not rule yvithout 2 
Lawe, nor by his abſolute power make any, but ſec to 
» the exccution of thoſe that are made. It inchnes there- 
fore too much towards tyranny for a Mags#frate 10 Cx- 
erciſe an abſolute authority vvithout limit, and the $S#- | 
tour who rules yvithout a Lawo, or againſt Lawe, {4 
vyalkes in no Way himſcife,but balks his owae high-Way; 
for a Way is fenced, but the champian fields are tor tho 
wild-gooſe-chaſe z and corners and holes for ſiniltcs ® 
ations. When as publique perſons should do publique 4 
ations in publique, in the Gates of the Ciry., in the = G2n+ 23-50, | 
F 3 gg” 
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1 Deut, 22.15 /;2h-W4y, in the eyc of all. For chamber-workes are ſuf. 


picious, and carry a shew of priuacy aud parciality. And 
ſo it is ſayd by Livy , that Tarquiniue made the name of a 
King odious at Rome, becauſe he ruled all Dome#icu 
conſilys by chamber-Councell, as Rehoboams in [ſracl, and 
Lewes the 11, in Frauwnce. Thus Kings though they bee 
in ſome ſort abouc the Law, becaule they are diſpeuſers 
of it, are not yet without a Lawe, becauſe they muſt 
rule themſelues and others by it. And thus much the 
crowne that a King weares teftifieth , which isa type of 
the loue, and acknowledgement, and conſent of the 
people in his gouernement; and lets him ſee, that there 
iS a verge, a hoope, a compaſle for the heades of Kings, 
aſwell as of ſubics, aad that wee come to manifeſt in 
the ſecond conſideration. 

2. Secondly, Gods Lawe is Ceſars verge , which 
Ceſar muſt neither tranſgreſſe, nor ſufferto bee tran(. 
greſt. Where God hath ſet no Lawe , there Ceſars 
Lawe (I meane the Lawe of the Land , Which « the 
hedge to thus high-Way of the King) muſt fland. And this 
mult agree with the equity of the Lawe of God, from 
vvhence it originally takes lite and ſtrength. For as 
where it agrees with Gods Lawe, wee mult obay it for 
conſcience ſake; ſo where it contradicts or croſleth the g 
Lawe of God, the Apoſtle Peter giues a generall rule, 
It is there better to obay God then man, Tocleere this: 

Thou fayeſt thy coRſcience tels thee, the Religton com- 
manded by the King, or ſome ceremony vled in the 
Church according to the Lawes eſtablished, is not a- 
greeable, but contrary to the truth; If thou canſt mani- 
teſt this by the word of God, then thy Conſcience tels 
thee right, and thou att not to doc what is m——_ 
ac 
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ded by man, though he ſpeakes humane Lawe , but 
yet thou art to ſuffer yyhat is inioyned by him, (0 
ſpcaking with the Law, or ſo docing as Exccutor 
of the Lawe : and both theſe wayes thou obayelt 
Ged and Ceſar too ; God aftiuely, doing vyhat ke vvils; 
and Ceſar paſſively , ſubmitting thy will to Gods 
holy ordinance, and obaying the Magiſtrate for con- 
ſcience ſake. But if thy conſcience tcls thee this or that, 
and cannot proue what it tels thee , bur by $hifts and 
$hadowes z then it is not truly thy conſcience , at leaſt 
no true but a lying conſcience that ſo miſleads thee; nay 
rather, it is thy phantaſie, thy imagination,thy pecuish, 
preiudiciall, and froward conceir; And thou art bound 
to reſiſt, and breake thine owne crooked and peruerſe 
vvill, aud to ſubictt it to the will of God, who hath ſub- 
iced thee to Ceſar. For Conſcientia non eft contra ſcientiam, 
ſed cum ſcientia, Conſcience is ioyned with knowledge; 
thats the ground, otherwiſe thou ſetſt yp an Idol in thy 
owne hcait, and worshippelt ir, vvhilſt thou obayeſt an 
erring and ignorant conſcience. For an Mol (faith Saint 
Paule) is nothing in the World; and fuch is thy conſcience, 
bug.beare, a Scar-crow, a Chimera of thine owne me- 


Iancholly imagination,or maleuolent invention : And 


howſocuer it may ſceme right to thy ſelfe & thy Secta- 
tors,or Setmaſters,the Tſſues thereof are the Wayes of death. 

3- Thirdly, as the Lawes of God muſt guide our con- 
fciences in our religious duties, ſo the pofitiue Lawes of 
waklc Kingdome mutt be the high-way whercin cucry one 
muſt yvalke in actiue obedience. And Kings and ludges 
are the diſpenſers and diſpoſers of theſe Lawes accor- 
ding to reaſon. Neither $hall they need in the execu- 


tion to ſatisfic cucry priuats , curious, and contentious 
hca 
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head, which pretending conſcience, vvill diſobey, or 
to ſatisfie eucry delinquent with arguments, for then 
his worke were infinite;but ſtrialy and direaly to open 
the booke, and to execute the Lawe of the Land, and 
euery liege-man is to acquieſle therein. For the ludge is, 
cr ought truly to bee, Lex loquens, and doth but tell vs 
the Lawe, and shew ys.the high-way in which wee muſt 
walke; and if wee liſt not to walke in it, -wee muſt be 
content to ſuffer for our willfull folly, or walke out of 
the vvay , out of the reach of the Lawe. And there is 
great reaſon for this, for God hath ſet Kings as his De- 
puties to execute luſtice and Iudgement, he expeQs it at 
their hands; and where any cuill tals out for lacke of cx. 
ecution, the fault is the Magiſtrates, if there be Law to 
preuent it; of him $hall the ſoule be required which pe- 
risheth for lacke of gouernment; as the ſoule shalbe re- 
quired at the Paſtors hands, which perisheth for lacke 
of inſtrution ia the truth. Great reaſon is it therefore 
he should haue power ouer ſuch as he muſt anſwere ſo 
Qirialy for, thathe may punish them, or compell them 
-c come in, or-keepe them for drawing others out of his 
de. 

So wee ſee, Iudz. 13. Micha ſets vp an Idol contrary to 
Gois Lawe, he will hauec a parlor-worship, a religion 
by himſelfc: The reaſon of this error of knowledge and 
conſcience is giuen there; Then there Was no King in Iſracl, 
but every man did What ſeemed good in bis awne eyes. So the 
King is to ſee to Religion, and if Idolatxy increaſeth,o 
ſeQs, or ſchiſmes ariſe, it is counted the Kings fault, 
if there bee a King; the fault ariſing heere for Jacke of 
2 King : that is, of a fit perſon to execute the Lawe a- 
gaialt Idolairy, Likewiſc in tbe 79. Chap. of Indees, the 
Leuites 


Lenites wife is defiled after an vnſatiable & brutish ma- 
ner : The reaſon of this villaine, this iniuſtice, this error 
in praQiſe,is giuen as before, Then there Was no King, Oc. 
So all diſorders of lite are for lacke of execution of In#tice: 
for God gauec the People a Lawe in this caſe ; ſo they 
lacked nor a law,but a Magiſtrate 10 execute it. Againe, 
jo the 21. Chap. of 1«dg: There are two barbarous facts 
mentioned; the firſt, the bloudy deſtruion of 7abes Gi- 
lead;the other, the rape of certaine virgins by fraude and 
force, who came out, withour feare of trechery, ſecurely 
truſting to their owne innocence, and the peace of the 
State. The reaſon of theſe diſorders is giuen as before; 
Then there Woas no King in Iſrael, but enery man did What 
ſeemed good in his owne eyes: There vvas a Lawe, but there 
vyvas none deſigned to execure it. 

Prayſed be God, vyee hauc both King , Lawes, 
Prieſts, and Indges; how haps it then , that there are ([ 
do not lay finnes, for there vvill be ſinnes as long as 
there are men,) but ſuch common, open, crying linnes, 
ſach raigning , roaring, raging finnes,ſuch beaten roads, 
common high-yvayes of ſinnes and ſinning , as if there 
vvere no King, no Lawe,no Prieſt, no ludge in England? 
I ſpeake not of them, vvhich way pretend their cxcaſc 
from the fraylty of our natures, and our procliuenes to 
fin, but of ſuch as are committed with a high hand, ſtan- 
ding like thecues by the high-vvayes ſide at nooneday, 
and robbing God of his glory, the Common-wealth of 
their honor, and that vvith violence, vvith applauſe, 
Shaddowing their vnlawtull ations voder the pretence Wo 

>» Of Lawe itſelfe, vvhich should reforme them. And it © 62 
ſome of theſe for the manifeſtation of this point , 1 ia- \ | 


tend to bring to the barre to anſwere for themſclues. 
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- But ſee I shall not neede; for impuJent Sarriledze ap- 
peares of himſelfe to confront the Pulpit and the bench 
r00; lt is not a ſcarlet gowne that can fright Dies; for 
he vvent in purple cuery day. If luſtice helpe not, he 
vvill ſtrangle Deworion : for vyho vvill giue to God, if 
the Diucll enioyes vyhat is giuen ? Or vvho vvill giue 
tothe Clergie, to the poore, to charitable vſes,if the A. 
thicſt, the prophane perſon , the vncharitable vvretch, 
the Politician, may ceize vpon it & (ell it,or the title to 
i:,a$ he doth. It lyes only in the hands of Power and As- 
thority tO ſtop his mouth; for he hath got ſuch counte- 
nance and ſupportance as he ſits in judgement, and hath 
giuen ſentence (like the Man of finne)againſt the Cler- 
gy, that tithes arc not due to them Ire Dun; and 
therefore he and his may ceize ypon them vvith Pre« 
ſcriptions, Impropriations, Prohibitions, like an other threc. 
headed Cerberus, [ure diabolico. The Country-people like 
well,and vvill ſoone learne this leſſon, they thought be- 
forc it vyvas no.coaſcience to pay tithes , but all being 
duc by almes,it vvas no theft, no ſacriledge , but yviſe- 
dome and good huſbandry to Keepe aſmuch backe as 
they might; vvee expected reformation, anda reſtoring 
of the oyle to the lampes, as God had lent theſe times 
mote light then others: But now there is cauſe to doubg 
rather fubſtration, then to hope for reſtitution; much 
leſſe to expe addition : Simuny, Sacriledge , all are let 
looſe-and armed, and Isds hath ſufficient colour to 
laue hke'a theefe his oyntment from Chriſts members 
and Miniſters, vader pretence of charity , and releeuing 
the poore; though Chiilt ſees the thiefe in Ideas hearty” "WM 
and- though Salomon knowes howſocuer this Way may 
feeme right to themſelues, yet the end thereof is defratfion 1s 
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the Church, and death to many a poore ſoule. But they arein 
their vway>rather vvilling to pay tenths to Sathan, then 
to God; Itis therefore ten to one, if one of ten, haue 
ce to returne and to reſtore. God is iuſt, who, whilt 
chcy withdraw their hands and hearts from good, with- 
drawes his grace from their hearts ; they may heare, but 
= profit notto obedience and praftiſe ; He will not 
ſuffer ſuch to gaine grace by the preaching of the Word, 
vyho for their owae priuate gaine yyould ſtaruc the 
Preachers of the Word. 

The Yſ#rer comes next as a brother in cuill to Sacri- 
ledge. This muſt not now be called a finne, it is juſti- 
fied out of the Pulpit to be none; and it is growne to 
be a profeſſion too , and the Yſarey is a free-man of e- 
ucry company, but not free in any good cauſe or com - 
pany. Itwas a lin fo vgly heererotore, as none durit 
praftiſc it, ſcarce durft name it, but vvith the figne of 
the croſle,as if they had ſpoken of a Diuell: but itis now 
{o common, as he is ſcarce thought an honeſt man that 
is not one: for he cannot be honeſt that is not rich,and 
he cannot'be rich vvithout this trade. This is the gulph 
wyvith ſinks and {wallowes our Marchants, Clothyers, 
Farmers, Owners, all. Men complaine of the Law, (and 
that vvorthily) but this, this is the rocke that Ship- 
wracks all, and ſpoiles all trading and commerce,whilit 
the yenter and hazard is the buyers and the ſellers; but 
the certaine gaine fals betwixt both to the vſ#rer. This 

>», Man paycs ncither duty to God nor the Kiog , for his 
trade hath no warrant frem cither. God forbids it , the 
King tolcrates it, as ſome States doe the pradtiſe of the 
Stewes, or as our Sauiour ſaid of Diuorces, Moſes for the 
bardnes of your bearts, fufered you to pus amay your wines but 
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from the beginning it Was not ſo ; the time bath not beene 
long, ſince this ſinne came in requeſt for a vertue; nor 
will it bee log cre the praQtiſers shall ſee, rhat how- 
foruer the Way ſeemes good in their owne eyes , yet the Tſſues 
thereof are the Wayes of death. 

Next,the vſurer and the Sacrilegious perſon, who are 
coupled like dogges, comes three together in a cluſter: 
1. The Fore//aller, 2. The Ingroſſer, 3. The Depopulatoras 
ſeucrall pecies of one Genws;birds of a feather,who hang 
rogether of a ſtring; and ir is pitty they should not cucr 
fo hang. 

The Forefaller (1 meane not the petty foreſtaller of a 
Fayre or Markt, but the foreſtaller of Commodities in 
a vvhole Countiy) bites cloſer then a Gooſe ; for the 
Gooſe cates all aboue the carth , but this beaſt eates 
vp all commoditics before they ſpring, a{foone as they 
arc ſowne in the Earth , and therefore is a right carth- 
worme. 

2. Neither when I ſpeake of Ingroſſers, dol intend 
petty perſons, who ingrolle vp this or that commodity; 
but the lngroſſer of Farmes,who like another Cain takes 
poſſeſſion of all, and will not indure any man tothriug 
or line by him. Eucry Farme,cuery trade,euery Shcepes- 
courſe is his. Nothing fatrs him but a deere yeare , no« 
thing drownes him but a deene and long ſnow : for if 
that melts not the fooner, hee melts. He hath in his 
hands perhaps what would imploy and maiataine tcn 
houſcholds, and he ſcarce keepes one: Thus he beggars 
himſelfe, whilſt he is not able to ſtocke all his Farmes, 

nor gine them that compaſſe, which. 4ri/tozle faith is the 


$7 Occon. lib. beſt; namely,to- compaſſe the ground about often With the 


owners feete : hee beggars his Landlord, whilſt once in 
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ſeauen yeercs he hangs his Leaſe on the hedge, and quod agro 
truſts to his hecles; he beggars the poore, whilſt he will ©!! opti- 


beggars the whole State, whilſt he breeds beggars, and 
makes the ground vntertile for lacke of tending; which 
}f it were in the hands of more, that could manure and 


follow euery part ; would yeeld more increaſe to the 
Occuprer, to the Mafter, and to the State of the Common. 


Wealth. | 
3- The laſt of theſe is the Depopwlator,who to inhauſe 
his Rents , puls downe all the petty Tenements and 
Farmes, and will hane none dwell neere him. Aſſoone 
as this is done, he lackes neighbors; thus the juſtice of 
God vvhips him by his owne hand. Then he hyes to 
the Ciry, vvhere the Dicing-honfe vpon the right hand, 
and the Drintin2-houſe'ypon the left hand, and the Drab- 
bing-houſe before him, ſpends all that is left; or it any be 
left, the 7yre-Woman,and the zay/or, dogs and hawkes,and' 
Coach-horles diuide it; and among{t theſe he waſtes 
all that, wherewith his predeceſſors feaſted themſclues, 
nd their poore neighbours; There are Lawes again(t 
theſe, bur often it concernes the ſary , the 7uftices; nay, 
the Iudges themſelues, and therefore the Lawes mulſt'be 


mum, ves 


affoord them no abiding place in the Earth, norno ;; 
imployment to preſcrue them from Idlenefle ; and he m 


gia Dos" 
INly 


filent in this caſe; for theſe _ are good im their owne 


eyes, though the Tues of them be the Wayes of death. | 
There come next to hand three others, who depend 


>»=»gf thoſe thit went before,and whole profeſſion is pratti- 


ſed with a kinde of warrantable deceite; namely ,- the 
Malſfter, the Brewer,the Alehonſe-keepertheſe drinke vp the 
State , as the otherdideare it vp ; and for their ſakes, 


drunkenacle is thought & tollerable, nay, a neceflary 
K ; euill, 
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euill. Their pretences are the prouiſion for the poore, 
or the raifing of the price of corne, that the husband- 
man may liuc, and that the rackt Rent may not yndoe 
him ; but what he gets of theſe at the Barne. dore , he 
leaues at the Buttery-hatch. Mothes are no worſe in 
cloth, ruſt in yron, nor whules in Mault, then theſe in 
the Common- wealth. For fince theſe were (et yp, and 
manly exerciſes ctyed downe,our bodies are weakened 
and corrupted, our ſpirits dulled, and made effeminate, 
and we fitted for (lauery, being euery day ouer-maſtered 
and made flaues by drunkennes and exceſſe. And yet 
there are ſome vvho ſuppoſe this trading to be as necel- 
ſary for the State, as Tobacco or the trade of the Faft+ 
Indies; and for my part | am cafily induced to beleeue 
them, vvhilt I know the equall diſcommodity of all; 
and ſee, that thowgh their Wayes ſeere good to thewmſeluer, yet 


the Tſues thereof are the Wayes of death. 


Next theſe, the bribing Officer appeares, as in 24 
£lowde; for his waycs are darke and paſt ſearching out, 
Except to him that can hold a candle before the Diuell. 
Manmon brought him in, Memon keepes him in, and 
the exceſle of hiswife, child, ſeruants , giues notice to 
all eyes, that ſuch braucry is not to be maintained with? 
out bribes. And therefore yvhen poore men come to 
paſſe any thing how iuſt ſoeucr, they arc warned to 0- 
pen their purſes vvide; and ſo whatſocuer the caulc bee, 
their reedles eye Shalbe made bigge .cnough for the Cable 


or the Camell to enzer. 'luſtly may God complaine of vs_, 


as of Iſrael. Thy Princes are rebellious , and campanions 0 
theenes ; euery one loueth gifts, and followeth after rewards : 
#heyiudge not the fatherleſte , neither doth the cazſe of the 
Budow come wnto them, And ler. 5. 26. CAmRPmg my people 
are 
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are found Wicked men : they lay Waite, as be that ſerteth 
faares; they ſet a trap; they catch men. As a cage u ful of birds, 
ſo are their houſes full of deceite ; therefore they are becoms 
great, and Wvaxen rith. They are Wwaxen fat, they shine ; yea, 
they ouer-paſſe the deeds of the Wicked : they indze not the 
cauſe, the cauſe of the fatherleſſe, yet they proſper,and the right 
of the needie doe they not indge. Shall I not wiſite for theſe 
things, ſaith the Lord? shall not my ſoule be anenged on ſuch 
4 Nation as this? 

God himſelfe muſt viſit for theſe ſinnes , the Magi- 
ſtcate will not; it is he that muſt be viſired;ir muſt be an 
omnipotent power that muſt therefore reforme this 
genera!l corruption, that ſpreads ſo wide, and climbes ſo 
high : for "p. Wayes ſeeme good ts the eyes of great men, yea 
to ſome of the greateſt, (who shoald corrett it) though 
the Tiſſues thereof be the wayes of death. 

Now I haue proceeded fo farre I yyill conclude 
with him that is the cauſe of all this, and that's the 
Cowrtly Thiefe ; who begges a Patent, that all theſe be- 
fore ſpoken of, and more too, may rob, as it were, with 
vvarrant ynder his ſcale. But 1 doe him wrong perhaps 
to call him thiefe, he is rather a Beggar; not a beggar by 
the Kings high-way , but a Beggar of the Kings high» 
Yay; ſo that no maa may paſſe vp and downe in courſe 
of Lawe and Iuſtice but hee takes cuſtome. Surcly he 
hath begg'd ſo long, that he hath almoſt made vs all 
beggars, and therefore it is pitty there is no whipping 
poſt for him. But aſſure himſelte, though he be of the 
_ Humber of the ſturdy and incorrigible perſons heere in 

his yyorld, yet there is a vvhipping poſt for him in an- 

other world , and he $hall ſee , that though his wicked 

Wayes (cemed good i bus owne eyes, and in the eyes of —_ 
K & 
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lowts , of hi faoles , of his flatterers, yet the Tue of them are 
the Wayes of death and deftructtion. 

But vvhat should 1 need to dwell longer vpon par- 
ticulars,when not only this or that member;this or that 
finger or toe, but the whole body is corrupted 2 Looke 
vpon Religion, are not our aduerſaries on all ſides in- 
creaſed? Do not all places ſwarme with (chiſmes , ſeQs, 
hcrefies, and private ſpirits} Looke vpon our lives; 
was there euer ſuch defe& of charity, as if indeed it 
weretrue which ſome Qlander vs withall, that wee teach 
a ſolitary faith would faue, and that works were need- 
leſle; nay finfull? wag there euer generally ſuch an itch 
of priuate wealth which ever forerunnes and effefts the 
ruine of the, Common-wealth ? Looke vpon all our 
Projedts , of draining ſurrounded grounds, or what- 
ſocuer other profitable preterce they carry, ſee if they 
ayme not atthe draining of the publique purſe, at the 
milking of the ſtate by priuate Monepobies; as if England 
were a hard ſtep-dame,and no indulgent Mother to hcr 
prodigall and vngratetull children. Looke vpon our af- 
fefions; was there euer ſuch a deade luke-warme indif- 
ferencie, a dow: baked zeale, as if we cared not which 
way the world went, all waycs werealike to vs? Looke 
ypon man and wife, the Epitome of the Commong 
wealth; was there cuer ſuch jartes, ſo little loue, ſuch 
chopping and chaunging of wives and huſbands, ſuch 
Nullities, ſuch playing faſt & looſe with the ſacred con- 
iugall knot, ſuch houſes ouerthrowne by buſic,pragma- 
ticall, and'diſobedient Exahs, and effeminate , Nauish, 
and paſſive Adams ? Looke in the ſtreete, if you can di-» 
ftinguish men and women aſunder by their apparel), or 
Þchauiour, if euery Succuba ſcemes not an Incubus; 10 


that 
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that you had need of a Ivry to inquire of their Sexes? 
Conſider well if there be ſuch a thir.g as modeſly and 
chaſtity or shamefaſtneſſe, left amongſt women, or 
courage , manhood , and honour left amongſt men, 
Looke vpon the higheſt, if they make any cther nc. 
count of the poore then of their tame cartell {1 except 
their dogs and horſes, and perhaps their sheepe, deere, 
hogges ; for theſe muſt all be fed before them:) Locke 
vpon the Commons, if their teeth grinde not with in- 
dignation, as if they had ſtomach enough both to cate 
the beaſts and their more beaſtly maſters. Looke vpon 
all men, if finnes of all kinds doe not abound : See if 
you can diſtinguish the man from the Maſter , but that 
perhaps the man goes brauer , ſweares lowder , and 
wilbe drunke ſooner. And if his Maſter keepe from 
Church for conſcience ſake, he will keepe from thence 
becauſe he hath no conſcience. Locke euery way if it 
be not a shame to ſeeme good, much more to bee lo: 
IF it be not a glory to regard neither God nor King, Re- 
ligion nor Lawe. If they be not the only biaue fellowes 
who dare doc the baſeſt afts moſt boldly, and in a diun- 
ken deſperate moode , iuſtle ſober and lilent luſtice 
from the wall into the Channell. Behold if Warr hath 
mot made a violent ceizure of ys all; want of wealth, 
want of ſtrength, want of courage, want of wit, want 
of cooſcience, want of grace; ſo that wee reſemble the 
people of Z4ich ſpoken of in the 18. Chap. of the 
Iudges, 7. 10. verſes, and ſoare a carelefic , ſecure, irtc- 
gular Nation, a fit prey for any Conqueror. 


*D Thisis alltrue, all men ce it and confeſle it ; but 


where is the cauſe of this? Our ſinnes; they are both the 


cauſe & the effeR;for ſinne is punished with finne; And 
BE a4 Pos L we 
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we that are caill Cuſtomers to defraud God of his due, 
muſt looke to haue ſtrict & ſeuere Searchers, and Con- 
trollers, and watchers (et ouer vs. But yvhere is that 
cauſa proxima of (inne ? Sinne is a cauſe indeed of ſinne, 
but it is caſa remora , (o that euery eye cannot diſcerne 
that cauſe. Why, the next cauſe of ſfinne which cuery 
eye may ſee, is the lacke of Execution of good Lawes, wee 
haue them, but thy lie as Henry the fifrs Bowes and Ar- 
rowes at Pomfret Cale, with which he wan the battaile 
of Agincourt ; or Edward the thirds (word ins Weſtmin#ter, 
which he vſed in the Conqueſt of Fraunce, and tels ys 
now what braue fellowes our-forefathers haue beene: 
Heere ovly is the difference, that ſword iscuer drawne, 
Fut the (word of Iuſtice is cuer in the Sheath. 

Now my honorable Lords, you haue the ſword in 
your hands, though not'the ſceprer; draw it foorth, and 
ſtrike with it the enemies of Truth and luſtice, who 
wander out of the Kings high-Wway , in their Wayes of 
neighborhood , and Wayes of privacy. You heare Nehon:iah 
fay, Cap. 6. 11. Showld ſuch a man as I feare ? It weie a 
Shame. Should ſuch as you either feare, or fauour, or 
reſpeQ cauſes or perſons ? I cannot ſuſpeR ſuch a cloud, 
where there appeares ſuch a shinipg Sun of graces, and 
gifts of knowledge and profeſſion. I dare not admo. 
nish you of any thing, I am ſo-confident of your inte- 
grity.. Yet becauſe | know as you are the eyes of the 
State, the eycsof his Maicſtic, ſo you muſt ſee by other- 
menseyes, and heare by other mens cares, I turne me 
therefore to them. 

Honorable Gentlemen, the King hath made you lu- 
ſtices, to aſſiſt theſe ludges in prefence, to ſupply by 
your authority their abſcace ; Shew your ſclues as your 
—_— 
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Predeceſſors hauc done, vvorthy of your places; reforme 
what you can, ipform where you cinot,that the higher 
power may. I know yon know, you were not made lu. 
tices of peace, to the end to be ſilent, but to ſpeake. He 
is vaworthy of his place, vvho attaices it onely for his 
owne grace, to hurt his enemies, profit his followers, to 
vphold his fation and partie ; and therefore attends his 
profit or pleaſure rather then his calling , yvhercwithall 
he thinkes his conſcience is not charged ; bur that it is 
enough for him to ſit on the Bench, to tell the Clocke, 
and keepe his Cushion warme. You know, and therc- 
fore doe the contrarie ; the Church, the Common- 
wealth expets more from you , and I excite you to this 
1 their names. 

And you Gentlemen of the Grand.Fnqueſt, and of 
dther lurics, with chicfe Conſtables , and pety Conſta- 
bles, I turne me to you : Conſider you are the eyes and 
earcs wherewithall /»/ice ſees and heares ; without you 
Shee is blind and deate: let not preiudice or panialit:e 
take yp your affeions therefore aforchand. Be nor like 
Band-dogs muzlcd for feare of biting : remember the di- 
gaitie, authority and vie of your places, and diſgrace 

em not by your ynworthy cariage. The pooreſt Con- 
ſtable isan eye to the richelt and wiſeſt Magiſtrate : but 
few of them | feare haue eyes to ſee itzand that their Cer- 
tificates would witneſle, it they were ftrialy examined, 
which commonly arc nothing but matter of forme, and 
yet without cither matter or forme. | 

»» Conſider,I beſcech you, how Policie hath ſerone eye | 
ouer another, and how many eyes there are ouer-100- 
kingall your voluntaric, your wilfull, your negligent 


and partiall eſcapes zthe perry Conftables, chicte Con- 
[ £6 & £ ſtables, 
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ſtables, Grand-Enqueſt,the Iuſtices, the Iudges and the 
whole County. And you that ere next the loweſt, 
conſider the like, and ſo ſuccefſiuely as you are ſuper- 
ordinate ; I aſcend to you honorable ludges, who 
know you haue a King abouec you too, vvho can di- 
ſtioguish of waycs,diſcerne colours (though all ſcarlet 
ſinnes, & crying crimes be kept from his eyes and eares 
artificially):& there & one aboue bim too,who rules the hearts 
of Kings as the riuers of Waters ; and being aboue him, he 
muſt nceds ouerſee vs all; for he is naphtowagng » the 
ſearcher and ſeer of the heart. 

There is a double worke at the Aſliſes, the triall of 
Nife prics, and Cenſure of manners :; This, this laſt (my 
Lords) is the needfull, the acceptable worke ; for we 
haue more neede of a Cato to reforme our conupt man- 
ners, then of a Cicero, or Antony,or Saluft, to putific and 
polish our Language. Wee all ſpeake like good Angels, 
bat we live like cuill. The Country Contcntion makes 
the Lawyer rich, but the negle& of luſtice makes vs all 
poore. Heere nothing profits but due execution, which 
is th:n done, when your honors do not only giue good 
ad learned Charges, and good examples by __ aQti- 
ons, but leaue an impreſſion for the future, and loo 
at your returne for full obedience to your commands 
and orders; which elſe are effeuall no longer with 
ſome, then this my Sermon, which being taken for a 
matter of courſe, is perhaps toſt by cenſure and ſcience 
for a vyhile, but ſcarce touched by conſcience, or drawne 
into praQtiſe by any at all, though that should be th 
end of all hearing as it is the end of all preaching. Now 
to conclude; that both my Sermon, & your Lordships 
chargc;and all our ations may be to the glory of God, 

I as _ and 
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and the good of this Common-wealih ; Let vs ioyne to- 
getherin humble and harty manner, and commend the 
end of this our preſent way of knowledge and the begin- 
ning of your great Worke of Execution and prattiſe, which 
followes, to his holy bleſſing and diteQton in faithfull 
and humble prayer, 

Gratious God, thou that haſt giuen vs a Way to walke 
to heauen in, the Way of thy commandements; and, vyhen 
yvce did-not keepe that Way as wee ought, didſt in thy 
mercy reucale the Way of grace wnto vs in thy Goſpell, ſen- 
ding thy Sonne to be 4 Way, life, and truth vnts vs. A way 
to vvalke in, the life and firength wherewithall yvee 
walke, and the truth wherevnto wee vyalke: diſpoſe our 
hearts to meditate, & to obſerue thoſe things that thou 
haſt taught vs, and obedicntly to shew our thankfulnes 
by labouring to practiſe the ſame in our ſeucrall yocati. 
ons With the care of good eoſciences tothy glory. Lord , 
giue vs grace to Shun af Wayes that ſeeme enill and are ſo;or 
are euill though they ſeeme not ſo. Let vs not be mit-led by 

"Wayes of neighborhood, by imitation or example,cither of 
our predeceſſors deceaſed, or otherwiſe ablent or pre- 
| ſeat, nor wander in our priate Wayes from the publique 
| rule of thy yyord, and the truc end of our callings in 
"Church or Commonyvealth. Eſpecially (O Lord)keepe 
vs from abuſing the Lawe for acolour of ſinne, as if yyce 
had warrant and authority to iuſtifie our yvickedneſle, 
and dur(t finne without feare of punishmeat in the 
ſight of the Sunne, in the Kings high Way like Robbers. 
And ſince we ſee, lack of execution of good lawes is the 
cauſe of our evil lives, giue care & courage to thy ludges, 
& zeale and conſcience tocuery other Officer of laltice, 
that all may ioyn together to root vp ſin, & to ſtrengths 
the man of God ia the Wayes of God, that wee may fo 
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walkc with thee heere in obedience as Enoch did; that as 
he was, vvce may be heercafter tranſlated to vyvalke 
with thee in eternall glory through leſus Chriſt our- 
Lord and Sauiour. Amen. 


——— — 
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A Poſiſcript to all Chriſtian Readers, 


eſpecially to my brethren avd fellow-laborers in 
the Miniſterie,and to the Freeholders, 


Ou haue ſeene the high. wayes of God and the King 
playnely layde downe. Keepe you to the word 


of God ſtrictly, for that is Gods high-Way; 2.Tim- 
3+ 14. 1. 16. 77.Concerning the Kings high-Way,that alſo 
is his reuealed will in the Lawes of the Land ; which, 
although his abſolute will doe not conſtitute (as Gods 
vvil doth\yet his conſent confirmes them as the Parlia- 
ment propounds them, In the Parliament then (which 
is the whole State repreſentatiue) theſe bigh-wayes are 
made ; and the fundamentall cuſtomes of our State, 
makes cuery Frecholdera way-maker in this caſe, not 
binding any man before he hath bound himſelte by the | 
Knights and Burgeſles who are his Spokeſmen, 

Bee therefore wary, when you heare a Parliament 
ſummoned by his Maicſtic, whom you chooſe Knights 
of the Shire, and Burgefles: of Corporations ; that is, 
whom you conſtitute in your places to repaire or make 
theſe high-wayes of the King, wherein you are bounde 
to walke obcdicntly for conicience ſake : and remember 
vvhatadmonitioas-his Maicſtichath giuen you oficn by 
Progamarion to thivend : eſpecially in the firit yeere of 
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kis Reigne, vvhen he found fault vvith ſuch as difabled 
their Countics andCorporations,vfing to chooſe ſtran- 
gers according as they. were directed by letters or ſupe- 
rior Command, as it they had no freedomes, or wanted 
ſufficient men of ther owne to ſupply thoſe places. 
And remember alſo how before this laſt Parliament 
his Maieſtic (hearing and beholding vyhat packing, 
plotting, and vnderiaking there had beene yſcdin this 
important buſinefle) did command all men to forbeare 
writing and ynderhand folliciting for the place, either 
on their owne behalfe, or others;and aduiſed the people 
to choſe freely , & not to betray their owne liberties in 
the choice. Better counſell you cannot haue. 

When therefore you heate of a Parliament towards, 
let the Miniſters prepare the people, and warne them ot 
the worke in hand, and let ſuch as are Frecholders con- 
ferre together,and(negleQing both their Landlords, or 

eat neighbours , or the Lord Lifrenants themfſclues) 
booke vpon the wiſcſt, ſtouteſt, and moſt religious per- 
ſons; and be carefull to chooſe ſuch as haue no depen- 
dancic ypon Greatnes, nor ſceke change of the State, 
Lawes, and Religion, nor huat ambitiouſly tor place, 
honor, and preterment;for there is dangerin theſe: bur 
he that is religious, vvill ſtand for his Cocnnie good; 
and in chooling ſuch, you $hall pleaſe God and the 
King, and profit your ſclues, and your poſterity. | 

Finally, let hs among(t you bee ſeene idlely to fit 


at home, whilit thcſe things are doing in the full Coun- 


we I, as if it did not concerne you: bat ride, runne, and 
*deale (criouſly herein, as for your liucs and liberties 
which depend heercupon. And as you ſee ſuch as are 
£0ataty minded bandy themliclues together for their 
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party, to chooſe one of their opinion for their tare; 
ſo ſee you doe the like , that you may countervyorke 
them and hold the liberty you hane gor; and the Lord 
proſper you, and make you of one minde as one man, 
that the Goſpell may till flourish among you , that 
mercy and truth may meete , righteouſnes and peace may kiſſe 
each other, that the Lord may gine that Which us good,apd the 
Land may yeeld ber increaſe, 


Errata. 


Fol. 16. lio. vit. for alterations, reade altercations- 
Fol, 73- lin, 2+ for villaine, reade villanic, 
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